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LETTERS FROM THE EDITORS
Dear Friends,

I do hope you are all keeping safe and well.  We are slowly emerging from five months of lockdown 
never previously experienced in our lifetime.  Never before have the people of this country been 
told to stay at home by our Prime Minister.  Businesses have had to set up home offices for their 
staff in order for them to be able to work from home.  Other workers have been furloughed, some 
are still furloughed, and the government has been reimbursing 80% of their salary.  These have 
been unprecedented times.  We have all had to learn to do things differently, we have had to 
accept technology to undertake our activities.  There has been no face to face meetings, we 
have met via Zoom, Microsoft Teams or Ring Central, but everything has to continue.  In the world 
of business solicitors, accountants, universities and colleges, have kept contact and tried to 
generate business using webinars.  Some of these have been very good and I am sure this 
method of contact will continue in the future.

In the life of our Church, our services could be accessed via Facebook or the Eccleston St. Mary 
website.  The members of our Church, who were delivering the readings or leading the prayers, 
had to record themselves and then send the recordings to Father Andrew to insert in our services.  
Over the Easter period we recorded dramatic readings with participants from our parish and 
Eccleston St. Mary’s.  This was done via Zoom, thank goodness for technology!  We are now 
able to have a service in Church, we cannot have an organist, we are not allowed to sing, but 
we can receive the Holy Sacrament.  We do have to wear face masks, but we are able to socially 
distance ourselves.  We do have to use the hand sanitiser, we do have to record names, but we 
are slowly emerging from the lockdown.  We have a wedding booked for September which had to 
be cancelled in May, we are delighted this is now able to go ahead, normal business is resuming.

Father Andrew has used his skills to integrate music into the services.  On one occasion, Rachel 
Simm and two ladies from Eccleston, together with the Director of Music for Eccleston, Phil 
Parkinson, met in Church, socially distanced, and recorded hymns and responses in order 
for Father Andrew to insert in the services. On another occasion Rachel joined members 
of Eccleston St. Mary’s choir singing hymns outside the porch at St. Mary’s.  We were very 
privileged to share the services of a young talented musician, Harvey Stansfield, who involved a 
group of musicians via Zoom.  He also introduced his quartet, Vox Angelica, who were excellent.  
All of the services can still be accessed via the Eccleston St. Mary website.

Sadly, we have lost some members of our congregation during this period.  Ronnie Southworth, 
who had not been well for some time, very sadly passed away on 25th April 2020.  Ronnie was 
a committed member of the Potting Shed Team, he used to spend each Monday morning in the 
grounds of the almshouses or the Memorial Garden.  He spent another few hours undertaking 
maintenance in the churchyard each week.  Ronnie will be greatly missed within the Church and 
by members of the Potting Shed Team.

David Deaville very sadly passed away on 30th May 2020.  David was the leader of the team 
which restored the Lych Gate a good few years ago, as well as installing the altar rail on the 
chancel step along with others.  His work, and the work of other members of the team, saved the 
Parochial Church Council many thousands of pounds.  David also made the cross in the Memorial 
Garden which is an important feature in our village today, where we can remember all those who 
have lost their lives in the service of their country.  David was a greatly talented and highly skilled 
craftsman.

Marjorie Riding very sadly passed away on 14th June 2020.  Marjorie was a good friend and great 
supporter of our Church.  She was always heavily involved when we were organising the larger 
events, such as the Flower Festivals and the Scarecrow Festivals.  She was very much hands-on 
and very committed to getting jobs done.

Unfortunately, this period has had a detrimental effect on our church finances.  The Church was 
closed for 16 weeks, many people give by standing order, a few more people have transferred 
to standing order during this period, many people use the envelope scheme, some have given 
donations for which we are truly grateful, but our income has been greatly reduced.  Our bills 
have still to be paid.  If you are able to make a contribution towards the running of our Church, we 
would greatly appreciate it, if you are able to increase your weekly or monthly giving, we would 
greatly appreciate it.  The numbers of clergy in the Diocese has reduced significantly over the 
last ten years, the Bishop’s Leadership Team does not want to reduce numbers any further, but 
they do need the support of the parishes.  It is our responsibility to make sure we can sustain our 



present situation.

In this edition of the Chronicle, as most of our groups have not been meeting, I have asked 
several people to give us an account of how they have coped during lockdown.  I am sure 
you will find their stories very interesting.  I, personally, have continued to work during lockdown.  
One of our businesses has continued throughout the pandemic, the other one did have to close 
for eight weeks with most of our staff furloughed.  Thankfully, they were able to return to work 
towards the end of May.  

I suspect more people have explored and very much appreciated the beauty of the surrounding 
countryside, the flowers, birds, butterflies and wildlife.  I also suspect the lockdown period has 
made us appreciate and value our friends.  Unfortunately, some people have been badly affected 
during this period, some have been quite lonely and felt isolated.  Others have had their plans 
thwarted and their future has been placed on hold.  We hope and pray, over the next few weeks, 
when the children start to return to school and a few more restrictions are lifted, we can get a 
little closer to some form of normality.                 

I would like to close by thanking all of you who support us in so many ways, your help is greatly 
appreciated.            
         

Margaret Stewart  
01257 792692 / 792536 / 795665 or margaretstewart@btconnect.com

Hi everyone,

The past few months have been a bit different to say the least! Lockdown has been an interesting 
experience for everyone, and we have faced many new challenges during this time. I, like many 
others, have been fortunate enough to be able to continue working at home through lockdown. 
I work for a Residential Childcare company, and our frontline staff caring for the children in our 
homes have been classed as keyworkers. I have had the pleasure of keeping our staff and young 
people motivated and keeping spirits up by producing a weekly newsletter with all of the activities 
and achievements which have continued throughout lockdown, as well as my usual comms, 
engagement and marketing activities. So, in my role I have been busier than ever! We are now 
back in the office, albeit with a lot more space between us and an abundance of hand sanitiser! 

My husband Adam was unfortunately furloughed in March- working in the food retail industry his 
shop was closed until mid-June. It was certainly interesting trying to work at home whilst he was 
about, but on the bright side he got a lot of odd jobs done around the house and in the garden. 
Our two dogs also enjoyed the company, although you can see from the photo below they did 
give me a guilt trip when I was working and not paying them any attention!

Since lockdown eased, we have recently enjoyed a staycation in Rhayader in Wales, which was a 
welcome change of scenery. We enjoyed the beautiful views Wales has to offer, as well as a hot 
tub and plenty of nice walks. It has also been nice to get back to the usual things, like going to my 
parents’ house for tea on a Sunday, attending church, and seeing other family and friends. 

I hope you are all staying safe and well and that you enjoy reading some of the other lockdown 
stories in this issue. 

Rachel Simm
07787 445447 / simm.rac@gmail.com



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER ANDREW
My dear friends,
One of the hobbies I really enjoyed as a child was making models of 
aeroplanes and ships; this began at an early age with Lego, which I 
continued building with my own children, but as I got older I enjoyed the 
various skills of Airfix modelling, from identifying small parts to careful 
assembly and painting: I even made a Hovercraft once (remember 
those?). Therefore, it was with interest that I recently heard that despite 
the economic crisis caused by the global pandemic, certain sectors are 
doing better than for many years and this is particularly true of home-
based hobbies such as model making and knitting.

After 17 weeks away from church we were pleased to return, albeit 
cautiously and differently, on 12 July. When church was closed we 
streamed over 45 church services, reflections and events using social 
media and the website – something that just would not have been 
possible a few years ago. We all had to learn new things, or in my 
case resurrect hobbies which I had not had time for in over 30 years of 
an intensive professional career: I took up photography again, purchased a gimbal or motorised stabiliser to 
improve the production quality and even broke my tripod and computer as they were originally intended for 
something more tame than the commercial scale videos we eventually produced. 

Why did I go to such lengths, you may ask? Well, I believe we should always do the best we can, not so much for 
ourselves, but because God appreciates it; also if we had produced content which was dull or so basic nobody 
wanted to watch, we would soon be forgotten in the community. One of my concerns along with the church 
wardens and PCC was that people may get out of the church habit because we were not visible. Many of the 
new clergy skills have been highly original and creative. Two weeks into lockdown I watched a Palm Sunday 
production of a vicar running around the vicarage shouting ‘where’s the donkey’ only to discover a spouse in 
the kitchen dressed as Eeyore making braying noises. Whilst this may be a bit of fun and entertaining for a 
while, it does not take us very far in understanding where God may be in the middle of a global health crisis or 
how we must be transformed in mind and action to protect God’s creation as Jesus Christ transforms us in his 
life, death and resurrection. 

Therefore returning to church, for those who feel confident enough to do so, is very important. We are a faith of 
hope, challenge and also constancy. We  worship in order to come into relationship with God in a way that can 
not be achieved through a digital medium or cyberspace. Whilst we have all had to adapt, become more 
flexible and embrace a different way of doing things – some of which will continue in the future - those 
who say that streaming and online worship is the future for the Church of England are wrong. They are wrong 
because the digital world is a virtual community but what Christ calls us to do is to come into an actual 
community with him.

The debate over the summer months about the statues of famous people highlights the point about the 
people we are and our human nature. This is not the time to discuss the virtues or otherwise of those 
statues, apart from pointing out they say three important things about humankind. Firstly, they reflect a 
period in our history that the people of the time wished to record for posterity; secondly the statues are located in 
places so those locations take on part of the remembering; thirdly, they depict a person who had values different
to our own (as did all people of previous times in some way or another) but whose life is being marked 
probably for some other reason. The statues debate shows that whilst culture, ethical values and society 
may be ever evolving and changing around us, the people we are has been formed over many centuries and is 
rooted in time and special places. This is why reopening church has to take place now, even though coronavirus 
has not been defeated, as local spikes throughout the world indicate. We can not survive as a community of faith 
in the virtual reality of cyberspace, even if it entertained us and gave us something to do during lockdown. The 
church will survive as it has for over 2000 years by being authentic in the way it proclaims the word of God and 
celebrates the sacraments publicly for the community of time and space in which we live. Every blessing and 
do continue to keep safe.

Every blessing,



THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
“In the power of the Holy Spirit, and strengthened by daily prayer and bible study,

we will be faithful communicants and by active witness, fellowship and service
in the community, we will strive to help forward the Kingdom of God”

THE POWER OF PRAYER
We are often asked to include in our prayers people who are anxious 
and awaiting tests, people who are about to have surgery, and people 
who have been diagnosed with life-threatening illnesses. One or two 
of us thought it might be helpful to tell you about some of those for 
whom our prayers have been asked so that we might know a little 
more about them. 

If you would like us to include an update on the progress these people 
have made, so that it can be shared, or if you wish for someone to be 
prayed for, please contact Margaret Stewart on 01257 792692.

THE POTTING SHED TEAM
Have you a few hours to spare each week?  We have a team which meets for two or three hours each week 
and works in the garden areas in the centre of the village; the Old School garden, the Almshouses garden, 
and the Churchyard. The team meets each Monday at 10.00am. If you need  further information please 
contact Malcolm Stewart on 01257 792692 /792536 or 07951 862399

PARISH SAFEGUARDING
The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in Church activities is the 
responsibility of everyone who participates in the life of the Church. At Christ Church Charnock 
Richard we are committed to the following:

• Promoting a safer environment and culture
• Safely recruiting and supporting all those with any responsibility related to children and 
vulnerable adults
• Responding promptly to every safeguarding concern or allegation
• Caring pastorally for victims/survivors of abuse or other affected persons
• Caring pastorally for those who are the subject of concerns/allegations of abuse and other 
affected persons
• Responding to those that may pose a present risk.
• If you are concerned that someone you know is at risk of, or being abused, or presents a risk to 
others, please seek advice from one of the Parish safeguarding officers:

Name: Lorna McCormick
Role: Parish Safeguarding Officer
Telephone: 07816480034
Email: lorna.lou79@hotmail.co.uk

Name: Margaret Stewart
Role: Parish Safeguarding Officer
Telephone: 07376374597

Name: Sharon Hassall
Role: Diocesan Safeguarding Officer
Telephone: 07711 485170
Email: sharon.hassall@blackburn.anglican.org

* IF THERE IS IMMEDIATE RISK OR DANGER PLEASE CONTACT THE POLICE ON 101



Church Services at 
Christ Church Charnock Richard

The pattern of services for the time being is:

SUNDAY 9:00am Parish Eucharist: Common Worship

9AM

DONATIONS
DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM 

1st JANUARY TO 13th SEPTEMBER 2020

CHURCH FUNDS
In Thanksgiving.
From Ronnie & Beryl Southworth.   £10.00

Christ Church Ladies.                            £300.00

In thanksgiving for the Holy Baptism of
Ruby Ann Richards. From Mum & Dad.                   £20.00

In thanksgiving for the Holy Baptism of
Elise May Mc Guinness.             £30.00

In loving memory of Nellie & Sydney
Ronald Ericson. From John Ericson.                £50.00

From Canon G.Moore.               £10.00

From  Bill McCann                              £100.00

From Collette, Lyndon & Isabella Scott. £10.00

From Jan Wilson, Helen & Kenneth Robertshaw.                             
      £50.00
From The Curry family.               £20.00              

In loving memory of Eric Crompton.
From George & Doris Haydock.  £10.00

In loving memory of Ronnie Southworth.
From George & Doris Haydock.   £20.00

From Sam Mather.                      £30.00

In loving memory of Marjorie Riding.
From Doris & George Haydock.   £20.00
From Margaret Culshaw.                           £20.00
In loving memory of my son Neil Preston.
From Val & family.                         £50.00
In loving memory of Ronnie, a dear husband, dad 
and grandad. Sadly missed.
From Beryl & family.                               £100.00

RESTORATION FUND
In loving memory of our dear mother Jane Wilcock.
From Jenny Wolger & Robert Wilding.         £200.00

In memory of Ronnie Southworth.
From Jim & Dorothy Rutter.      £20.00 

In loving memory of Marjorie Riding.
From Jim & Dorothy Rutter.       £15.00 

In loving memory of Joyce Heyes on the 1st,
Anniversary of her passing. Sent with all our love
to the Church and everyone within it.
From Ralph & family.                                £100.00

GRAVEYARD FUND
In memory of Jane Wilcock. From Roy.                               £10.00

ORGAN FUND
None received.
 



9AM

Parish Registers
HOLY BAPTISM

9th February 2020  Elsie May McGuinness
     Freddie Tom Foggan
    

FUNERALS
18th February 2020  Funeral of Marjorie Decker.  Died 3rd February 2020 aged 101 years.  Funeral 
    service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium.

7th March 2020  Interment of Ashes of Margaret Lydia Palin.  Died 8th April 2019 aged 72 
    years.  Funeral service at Euxton Parish Church followed by cremation at 
    Charnock Richard Crematorium on 18th April 2019.

12th March 2020  Funeral of Charles Edward Jones.  Died 28th February 2020 aged 90 years.  
    Funeral service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium.

19th March 2020  Interment of Ashes of Charles Edward Jones. 

11th May 2020  Funeral of Ronnie Southworth.  Died 25th April 2020 aged 77 years.  Funeral 
    service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium.

23rd May 2020  Interment of Ashes of Eric Crompton.  Died 20th April 2020 aged 81 years.  
    Funeral service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium 4th May 
    2020.

15th June 2020  Funeral of David Deaville.  Died 30th May 2020 aged 84 years.  Funeral 
    service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium.

6th July 2020   Funeral of Marjorie Riding.  Died 14th June 2020 aged 84 years.  Funeral 
    service at Coppull Parish Church followed by interment in the churchyard.

6th August 2020  Interment of Ashes of Neil Preston.  Died 2nd April 2020 aged 55 years.  
    Funeral service and cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium on 
    8th April 2020.

29th August 2020  Interment of Ashes of Ronnie Southworth.

HOLY MATRIMONY
None



CHARNOCK RICHARD COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUST

In the midst of these very strange times our normal activities have had to be placed on hold until the
peak of the pandemic was over.  The Old School was closed from 20th March 2020 until Preschool
returned in the middle of June.  Our other groups which use the buildings have still not returned apart
from the gentleman who provides individual tuition in ballroom dancing. 
I decided I would look back until 2009 when Charnock Richard Community Centre Trust was formed.  The 
Old School had previously been managed by the informal Users Group.  We decided we needed to formalise 
our position with the Diocese of Blackburn.  Lengthy discussions took place, legal opinions were sought and 
we eventually entered into a 50 year lease with the Diocesan Board of Education.  We were now in a 
position to undertake some much needed remedial work after many years of neglect.
However, we had very little money available.  The Parish Council had given us £5000 to pay for the legal 
fees which would enable us to move forward from this current position.  The Diocese agreed to give us 
a loan of £25000 repayable over 25 years, and Chorley Borough Council gave us a grant of £25000.  
Extensive holding repairs to the infrastructure were required including work to the School House.  This 
work was undertaken during the summer of 2009 and I remember quite clearly heated discussions taking 
place between the architect and the conservation expert about how much work was needed, unfortunately 
we only had the funds for holding repairs.  Around Christmas 2009 gas was brought into the premises and 
we had a new gas central heating boiler fitted, previously the boiler had been fired by oil.
In 2013 we were granted £10000.00 from Awards for All, and £5000.00 from the Parish Council, and we 
were given £9252.83 by the trustees of Charnock Richard Village Hall Committee which was in the process 
of disbanding.  These donations gave us the funding to create new toilet and washroom facilities for the 
Preschool.  This area was created after breaking through into the kitchen area of the School House.  Later 
in the same year we had a new kitchen installed in the Old School, and we purchased a new cooker and 
microwave after receiving a grant of £500.00 from Villages in Partnership.
In 2016 we undertook some re-leading and pointing on the bell tower and chimneys.  In 2017 we had new 
windows fitted and the following year we replaced radiators and pipework in readiness for a new floor.  This 
was major work.  The old floor was completely removed along with all the debris underneath the floor.  The 
new floor was installed and what a difference it has made!
We have had plans drawn up for a disabled toilet, however the roof of the toilet needs to be fully replaced, 
which will increase the cost quite significantly.
Over this period of time £21649.50 has been raised by fundraising or other donations excluding any grants 
we have received and excluding the monies detailed below which are recorded separately. I would like to 
acknowledge the following donations received since the last Chronicle:

Since we started collecting 20 pence pieces we have raised £2427.19, and since we started the Coffee 
Mornings we have raised £6026.85.  Since three individuals / companies started to contribute by a monthly 
standing order £3040 has been donated up to the end of August 2020.  This gives us a total of £11494.04.  
In 2014 the Memorial Garden was created to mark the centenary of the beginning of the First World War.  
A good number of volunteers turned up week after week to help create this memorial.  David Deaville 
designed and manufactured the beautiful cross which has pride of place in the centre of the village 
where we can all show our respect for the fallen of both world wars and other conflicts since that time.  
Unfortunately, at the present time, we are very short of volunteers to help maintain the Memorial Garden 
and the Old School Garden.  If you could spare one or two hours each week to help with the maintenance 
we would be truly grateful.
As you can see much has been achieved over the last ten or eleven years but there is still so much more to 
do.  The trustees have some big decisions to make over the coming months but we do rely on the help and 
support of you all, working together we can make a difference.

Margaret Stewart    01257 792692/792536/795665
                                               Vice-Chairman Charnock Richard Community Centre Trust

Tubes of Smarties:
Sue Burns     £12.20

Coffee Morning March 2020:  £170.00 

Other Donations:
Doris & George Haydock               £10.00



Goodbye Year 6
Christ Church Charnock Richard 

C of E Primary School
Year 6 are saying goodbye to Christ Church Charnock Richard CofE 
Primary School with mixed emotions; sad to leave but excited about 
the next chapter on their learning journey.

Year 6 have demonstrated many qualities this year but especially 
bravery and resilience. We are very proud of each child.

Year 6 has taken on the teddy bear challenge during home learning. 
They had to upcycle their school jumper to create their bear. The 
bears have all been amazing and unique. Here is a selection of them 
– check out twitter @CCCRPrimary to see more year 6 bears.

Year 6 are now ready to move on to their next adventure. Everyone 
wishes them all the very best for the future.



CHARNOCK RICHARD SCOUTS
AFRICA in 2021
After a selection process, I have been chosen to represent West Lancashire Scouts for a trip to 
Africa in 2021. There are 30 scouts and 8 leaders traveling to Africa in the summer of 2021. We 
will complete a 3 week-long expedition to the village of Mangani, which is in Malawi. Malawi is a 
landlocked country in south-eastern Africa, bordered by Zambia to the Northwest, Tanzania to 
the northeast and Mozambique to the south. We are going over to build an education and community 
centre where all ages can group together for schooling and other activities. 

It will operate as a preschool in the morning, a venue for extracurricular education in the afternoons 
and a place for adult education in the evening. The building will be maintained by FOMO Friends 
of Malawian Orphans (A Lancashire based charity who work with Malawian orphans). They have 
already carried out significant amounts of work in this area of Malawi. They have built several 
schools for young people and set up a driving school (it was established in 2000). Over this time, 
they have helped with: Health Care, Education, Activities, and Food Security. We will be working 
alongside the team from FOMO to carry out the fundraising for the £15,000 required for the 
building costs. It is anticipated this will be accessed by 200 people each day from local villages. 
This is an important facility to the community and will bring them all together! 

We will be staying in the village with basic facilities. No running showers, it will be tub baths for me 
for 3 weeks! I am really looking forward to understanding how this vastly different culture operates. I 
have heard from others who have done similar expeditions that these experiences are life changing… 

Ultimately, I need to raise £500 myself to support the cost of the building and on top of that the 
cost of travel. I will be doing many things including handy man projects, such as those listed below: 

• Power washing cars, drives, etc. 
• Grass cutting 
• DIY

If you need anything doing then please get in touch- 07487 892336. I will also be running a drumming 
concert from my home to raise some money. I wish to do this around October.

The deputy leader Chris Jeffrey also started his Scouting in Charnock Richard being both a scout 
and leader here. Thank you for reading about my exiting adventure journey… I hope that you can 
help me, even in a small way to make this possible! 

James Houghton 



CHARNOCK RICHARD GUIDES
Guides during lockdown!
Hannah started Guides in Charnock Richard at the start of the year having 
enjoyed first Rainbows and then Brownies. Before long, however, as we all 
know came lockdown and along with much of our day to day life as we knew 
it, the weekly meeting of Guides at the Scout and Guide HQ in Charnock 
Richard had to stop. Girl Guiding did not stop though and instead many 
activities started happening on line instead of face to face.  

One of the first activities that Hannah joined in was the Emoji fun Facebook 
live session. During this session, the Guide leader explained what some of 
the different Emojis represented. Hannah was asked to design her own 
Emoji before the session ended with a film quiz. Each question was a 
clue to the name of a film but it was given as a series of Emojis!

Other Facebook live activities were the Motivate Sports Young Leaders 
sessions – during these sessions, Hannah joined in with fitness activities 
that were being shown by the Motivate leaders. The Get Active! Badge was available for taking part 
as well as keeping fit!

A quieter activity was doing the “All Things Guiding self-care pack.” This was a series of activities 
including mindfulness colouring, word searches, a scavenger hunt and a bingo game of various 
activities like dancing, and cooking a healthy meal and going for a walk. There was even a section 
on origami to do!

A You Tube festival was also arranged on 23.05.20. This was a festival which went ahead despite 
the coronavirus pandemic as it was held as a festival at home! Everyone was asked to made a 
wristband before the festival started. The festival kicked off with a fitness session before various 
sessions including adventure stories from Anna McNuff and Sally Kettle and also Plastic Patrol with 
Lizzie Carr, raising awareness of the damage plastic does in our waters. There were sessions on 
bringing a robot to life and how to be a game designer. There was even a pop music performance 
and a football skills session with footballer, Jill Scott. The Royal Society of Chemistry designed a 
fun science session on making slime and making butter. There were also sessions on building a 
bird feeder and also a den and a campfire before the camp fire was lit and the day ended with a 
sing song.

There has even been a zoom session called “Rock Out with Region” on 04.07.20.This was a virtual 
rock choir workshop where the girls learnt different parts to the song “Can’t stop the feeling” by 
Justin Timberlake, with the session ending with a performance of the song.

Hannah is really looking forward to being able to start back at Guides in the Scout and Guide HQ 
and seeing the rest of the girls but has really enjoyed being able to carry on with Guiding activities 
and earning badges during lockdown.



CHARNOCK RICHARD BEAVERS
Beavering on through lockdown!
We had a very busy few months after Christmas.  The Beavers were busy helping in the community 
raising funds for the victims of the Australian bushfires and singing at the coffee morning bingo 
held in the old school.  We were fortunate enough to have our Mother’s Day event at HQ which 
was our last session together.  All the Mum’s were invited, and the children performed a play and 
some songs, shared gifts they had made for their Mums and served drinks and cake.  It was nice 
to have a whole group gathering as the COVID crisis started to escalate and then Boris announced 
that closures were imminent.

We started meeting again via weekly zoom sessions, the children were so excited to see each 
other initially showing off all their huge craft projects they had built. We planned further sessions 
played bingo, made things from items around the home using tubes and paper fasteners, scavenger 
hunts, how many T shirts can you put on a beaver in 2 minutes (27 apparently), Kim’s game and 
more. We even hiked to the moon! Collectively we added together our walking distances as part 
of our daily hour permitted exercise to raise money for charity and earn our hike to the moon 
badges.  As restrictions lifted we made deliveries in the community dropping off Easter Eggs 
(in June!) and craft materials for the zoom sessions to all Beavers so even if they couldn’t make 
the zoom session they could do the crafts and share the pictures.  We have been camping at 
home and completing badges despite not being able to do face to face meetings there are lots 
of things going on. 

Having our sessions via zoom allowed us to reconnect with a Beaver who left us to move abroad 
in February.  He promised to keep in touch and tell us about Beavers where he moved to in 
Qatar.  We sent him materials and Mum was resourceful in finding materials to improvise.  It 
was so nice to see him again, the group were excited that he could join us.  This week his Mum 
messaged me to tell me about a task he had been set by his school to write a thank you letter to 
someone during COVID. He chose to write a thank you letter to me and Mum shared it with me.  
I’ve really enjoyed the challenge of meeting my Beaver family online, together with parents and 
carers we have made things fun. I can’t thank the parents enough for their support with helping 
at home and facilitating the technology.  Looking forward to a time when we can all meet again 
and run around having fun. 

Below are some pictures of our creations during lockdown.  

Heather Clipston (Leader)  



CHARNOCK RICHARD PRE-SCHOOL
The Old School has kindly been donated a Piano and the Pre-School have had lots of fun using it! 
The children have been enjoying dancing and singing to Mrs Ollerton playing the Piano.

In September, we welcomed lots of children back to Pre-School. 

This term we have been focusing on our all about me topic, the children have been drawing, painting 
self-portraits, measuring how tall they are, and talking about their families and favourite things. We 
have also focused on repetitive refrains in rhyming books such as Jack and the Beanstalk. We have 
also explored our village with autumn walks, looking at colours and changes in the environment 
and making some super autumn collages.

The Pre-School provides 15 hours a week funded childcare for all children aged 3 and 4 and some 
2 year olds.  Some working parents of 3 and 4 year olds will be eligible for 30 hours a week funded 
childcare. Further information about funded childcare and tax-free childcare is available at: www.
lancashire.gov.uk/childcare and www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

If you would like to enrol your child at Pre-School please telephone us on: 07944 217699 or email: 
info@charnockrichardpreschool.co.uk

Further information about Pre-School can be found on the Pre-School website: 
www.charnockrichardpreschool.co.uk.

Gillian Leadbetter (Pre-School Manager)
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LOCKDOWN!
When we finished school in March I was sad that I would not see my friends, it made it worse 
because I could hear the children who were in school at playtime from my house. My nephew was 
born in lockdown and I could only see him through the window. It was very hot so me and my friend 
Zoe who lives across the road put tents in our front gardens so we could talk to each other while 
doing our school work. I also started to do some gardening and planting flowers, hoping they will 
grow! Also baking cakes and even making a rabbit run. I had my birthday in June, It was different 
because I could not hug my family. My bike has been used more than it ever has before and I think 
I may have worn the tires away! I have been on lots of walks with my dogs Skye and Ruby to places 
I have never been before, ending up covered in mud or wet through in the rain. I have missed the 
things I did before but I have also enjoyed doing new things. And always remember there’s no 
place like home!  by Scarlett Ellison-Howarth , Age 9 .                                                                                                                                             

Life In LockdownLife In Lockdown
Jean Heap’s Life in Lockdown

As the country went into lockdown it was a very unsettling time. Not knowing what to expect or how life 
would be in the coming weeks and months. I have been very fortunate that two of my daughters Pauline 
and Margaret became my carers and were able to come and assist me daily, as I was still recovering 
from having a hip replacement and had only returned home three days before the lockdown started.
As the lockdown continued and went on for longer and longer I learned some new skills, I found out 
how to do my shopping online via click and collect with Tesco. I also learned how to use FaceTime on 
my mobile and was able to FaceTime with my grand children and great grandchildren, which was a nice 
way to keep in touch with family. My family also helped set up an iPad for me to be able to watch all the
church services online. To keep myself occupied I watched the Crown box set which I had received as a 
Christmas present.
Even though I live in a quieter area of village I still joined in each Thursday with the clap for carers. I have 
never seen the road so quiet outside my house. One Thursday there was a young man riding a bike past 
and he free wheeled so that he could clap along with me.
I have kept up to date with the latest information on the news and It was nice to watch Captain Tom 
raising so much money and awareness and also the little boy who was a double amputee who walked 
ten kilometres to raise money for the NHS to say thank you for all the help they have given him.
As the lockdown restrictions have started to ease off a little it has been nice to start to be able to see 
some other members of family. I feel very lucky for the support I have had through this difficult time. 
Even receiving a fruit and vegetable box from members of the council has helped keep my spirits up.

RACHEL’S PILATES
We aren’t closed... we’re online!! We’ll meet again... face-to-face when it’s safe to do 
so, but for now clients old and new are able to access Pilates classes through an 
email link sent to their inbox. These video classes are suitable for all levels of Pilates 
experience and fitness ability, from beginner to advanced, and can be done in the 
comfort of your own living room! For more details, please contact Rachel through 
rachelspilates@aol.com, phone number 07951291869 or via facebook/messenger 
page Rachel’s Pilates, address @matbasedPilates.



Lorna McCormick’s Life in Lockdown
As the government starts to ease the restrictions of lockdown, I look back and reflect upon my 
time at home with my family over the last few surreal months. As lockdown came into place I had 
grand plans of using this time to ensure my children were above and beyond where they needed 
to be with regards to their education. I devised a strict daily timetable and signed up to umpteen 
educational apps which would help me to achieve the set goal. Alongside making my children 
into geniuses, I also envisaged that all the DIY jobs that needed to be done around the house 
would all be completed and perhaps a little time left to embark upon a new hobby... What was I 
thinking?!

The first week went surprisingly well. The children enjoyed the novelty of having mum as teacher 
and my job working at a local college three days a week was manageable as they were still adjusting 
to the changes of us all working from home. In week two, the cracks started to appear. It became 
quite apparent that my three year old son, Finn, was not willing to adhere to his timetable, in fact, 
he had an agenda all of his own. Finn would try to ask as many questions as humanly possible on 
a continuous loop and distract his sisters at any given opportunity. He just wanted a playmate. 
I felt sorry for him as lockdown coincided with what would have been his first week of preschool 
and prior to the official lockdown he had already spent two weeks in isolation. Week three and 
my work schedule was back in full swing yet I still needed to teach two primary school kids and 
a pre-schooler. My work which I normally do Monday-Wednesday, now had to be spread over 5 
days to squeeze everything in. My husband works nights, so I also had the impossible task of 
trying to keep the kids quiet until lunchtime while he caught up on sleep. Work zoom meetings 
were livened up with Finn singing the ‘Fire Man Sam’ theme tune in the background and making 
guest appearances to ask me to take him to the toilet. Thankfully work was very understanding!

As the weeks went on, the timetable went in the bin as it was impossible to keep to. We opted for 
compromise. Every day we tried to include reading, English and maths and anything else was a 
bonus. If it was a super sunny day, all worked was scrapped to have fun in the sun (We don’t get 
many chances in this country!) Isabelle, my 9 year old became a part time preschool teacher and 
a lunchtime chef. Her culinary skills and independence in the kitchen came on leaps and bounds 
and she was overjoyed to have won her class baking competition. Amelia, my now 7 year old has 
become the world champion at hide and seek at the mere mention of maths but she has definitely 
stepped up to the mark by helping out with her little brother. During lockdown her creative skills 
have flourished; in particular when producing her first miniature book and working with her sister 
on painting the solar system.

As a family we have enjoyed many family walks, bike rides, indoor camping and board games. We 
celebrated VE day, Amelia’s 7th birthday, created our own sports day and clapped along with the 
nation for the fantastic work the front line staff have done and continue to do so. We are thankful 
for the technology that has allowed us to have weekly virtual quizzes with our family and friends 
and enabled grandparents and Uncle Glenn to read bedtime stories to all their grandchildren. 
The ballet, Beavers and Cubs leaders have all excelled themselves with their weekly meetings 
and their efforts in making sure the children keep in touch.

So it’s safe to say, that my house won’t be featuring in any home improvements magazine soon 
nor will my children be attending any MENSA meetings just yet; but as a family we have found our 
groove, overcome challenges and got through lockdown with the added bonus of making some 
wonderful memories.



EXPERIENCES OF a HEADTEACHER
It was around the beginning of March when we realised that things were about to become very 
different. Our lives at home, work, leisure, sports, church, shopping and just about everything else 
changed suddenly. As the Covid-19 situation developed our way of life was not going to continue 
as normal. This is a brief reflection of personal and professional experiences during this time; of 
being a parent and working at a school.

I had been used to a busy life with full time work and a young family. We were settled and familiar 
with our weekly routine of clubs such as swimming and gymnastics and all the usual household 
jobs to juggle between myself and my husband. Not forgetting our energetic young dog that had 
recently joined the family! Preparations began at work early in March. I ensured that each of my 
pupils would have learning packs to help continue their education at home during the possible 
disruption. My pupils were registered with ‘remote learning platforms’ and email addresses were 
exchanged between staff and parents/ carers. We thought this arrangement might be for a few 
weeks, perhaps until Easter. We planned to monitor learning and keep in touch with pupils and their 
families with regular home visits and phone calls. It was announced that, although schools would 
close for many children, they would remain open to children of key workers and vulnerable pupils. 
The small number of pupils attending school at the beginning of the period gradually increased as 
the weeks turned into months and by the end of term attendance at my school was almost half of 
all pupils.  Alongside my ongoing responsibilities was the need to organise pupil groups, their bubbles, 
the social distancing, hygiene measures and everything else which has been necessary for a school to 
follow with the steady updates of guidance which outlined the rules which would apply. My school 
became a very different place.   

My own children have spent a lot of time at home. Swimming and gymnastics clubs were closed 
for months and have only recently restarted. Except for a couple of days in the final week of term, 
they did not attend school. They did not play out with their friends for around three months and 
were unable to see any grandparents during that time. I think they understood what was happening 
and why this was necessary. Home schooling was a challenge whilst my husband and I continued 
with work and required some careful planning. We started with a routine of daily PE with Joe Wicks 
and maths and English before lunch with a promise of something practical or enjoyable in the 
afternoon. Our options for practical and enjoyable activities became very limited as lockdown 
became a closure of parks, gardens and all the usual places we would take the children. Efforts 
from my children to complete school work were mostly enthusiastic and industrious, however there 
were certainly times when motivation was more difficult to find!  They  missed being at school and 
despite their attempts to write stories, complete maths work and learn about some topics, they 
would much rather have been learning at school with their friends and teachers.   

As we enjoy the summer break there is a growing sense of life returning to something more familiar. 
Church services are now open to attend rather than online, children can visit grandparents and 
people are beginning to socialise again. The new term in September is arranged to begin as usual, 
this will be another welcome step along our way.

Helen Dunbavin
Headteacher (Hope High School, Skelmersdale)



Lessons in lockdown life by Robert & Sam McCann
We, like everyone else went into lockdown on the 23rd March 2020 and have been at home ever 
since. Our Dad has Cystic Fibrosis so as a family we have been shielding on our small farm for the 
last four months.

My twin brother, Sam and I were so excited at first when we heard school had been cancelled. We 
had visions of long hours playing out and lazing in front of the TV. But our parents had different ideas 
– the dreaded home schooling! Every morning Monday to Friday we have done English, History, 
Geography and Science with mum, with a break for a Joe Wicks workout or a mad dash around 
the garden whilst Dad tried to get some work done. After lunch we’ve done Maths with Dad. We’ve 
had to do more to help around the house, we’ve painted the shed and even endured Dad’s home 
haircuts.

However, it hasn’t all been bad: For Sam, the highlights of lockdown have all involved having more 
time to observe and enjoy nature. Every morning he’s updated the family on the latest visitors to 
the bird feeder and nearly exploded with excitement at the arrival of a wood pecker. He’s monitored 
the growth of the swallow hatchlings with great enthusiasm and has rescued countless frogs and 
crickets from the dangerous blades of the lawnmower.

As for me, well, I’ve enjoyed learning to cook with Mum, especially when it comes to making chocolate 
cake – sometimes the mixture struggles to even make it to the oven! I’ve loved all the adventurous 
walks we’ve done, racing my brother down the fields and the ‘pop’ the Himalayan Balsam makes 
when we wander off to bash it with big sticks. But I have really missed my friends and school. I’d 
have been lost without our weekly class zoom and being able to facetime my family and friends.

We’ve all learnt to appreciate the little things – Mum nearly cried when Tracy made our first milk 
delivery after worrying about how she was going to get an Asda home delivery slot. The pharmacy 
have kept Dad supplied with all the things he needs and without Jim the postman I don’t think we’d 
have got any birthday presents this year!

In September we will go back to school as Year 6 students. I can’t wait – Sam’s not so sure! But lock-
down life has taught us to enjoy our time together as a family, the importance of other people and 
how lucky we are to live where we do in these extraordinary times.



OLIVIA & NOEL
We have been up to lots of different things during lockdown, including painting, baking, treasure 
hunts, and hiding painted pebbles in the woods. Olivia has also been learning how to ride her bike!

Harvest Hedgehog Buns
As it’s near Harvest time at church, it got me thinking about Sunday 
School when I was younger. One of my favourite times was Harvest, as 
we always used to make bread harvest mice and wrap them up before 
the walk down to church as a treat for later. Maybe you could have a 
go at making these cute bread hedgehogs with your family?
Rachel Simm

Method
Grease a baking tray. Pre-heat the oven to 220C/200C Fan/Gas 7. Sift 
together the flour, spice, and a pinch of salt.

Rub in the butter using your fingers until it’s like breadcrumbs.

Stir in the yeast and 50g sugar.

Add the egg and milk to the flour and mix into a sticky dough using 
your hands.

Dust a work surface and your hands with the flour. Knead the dough 
for 10 minutes – hold it with one hand and push it away with your other. 
Fold it over, turn it around and push away again. Repeat for 10 minutes.

Cut into 8 even-size pieces and shape into balls on the floured surface. 
Shape into hedgehogs, pulling out one end to make noses. Snip all over 
with scissors to create spines.

Press in currants for eyes and noses, then place the buns on the baking 
tray. Lay a sheet of greased cling film on top and leave in a warm place 
to double in size. Remove film and bake for 12 minutes or until golden 
brown.

For the glaze, heat 25g sugar and 3 tbsp milk in a pan, simmer for 2 
minutes. Brush over the buns as soon as they come out of the oven. 
Cool on a wire rack.

Ingredients
-275g White Bread Flour, plus 
extra for kneading
-1/2 level tsp Mixed Spice
-25g butter, cold from the fridge
-7g pack Easy Bake Yeast
-75g caster sugar
-1 medium free-range egg, lightly 
beaten
-125ml semi-skimmed milk, at 
room temperature
-24 currants
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Charnock Richard Rambling Club
crramblingclub@gmail.com

Sunday the 15th March 2020 - who was to know that this would be the club’s last trip before we were all 
plunged into lockdown?

We had gone to one of our favourite areas in the Yorkshire Dales. The coach parked in the sleepy village of 
Kettlewell where there are lots of walks to explore, from strenuous uphill hikes to gentle riverside strolls.
A group of us had got off the coach earlier at Threshfield. It was a pleasant walk down through a couple 
of fields down to Linton Falls which, although of modest height, are the highest on the river Wharfe. Over 
the years we have seen it in all its moods – in summer canoeists test their skills negotiating the worn 
channels in the limestone – at times in winter the rocks are covered in ice festooned with icicles. 
After heavy rain it can be quite scary standing on the footbridge with the falls crashing and thundering 
beneath you.

Then up a paved track between drystone walls to the pretty village of Grassington where we took 
advantage of one of the many cafes. The last time we were there they were holding a 1940’s 
weekend – it was like stepping back in time – the whole village dressed in costume, there was live 
entertainment, dancing in the street and an army camp in the car park – very atmospheric. They 
do this yearly usually in September.

Suitably refreshed we continued up through the village to join the Dales Way for a delectable 6 miles, 
150 metres above the valley, with its wonderful limestone scenery and fabulous far reaching views. 
The walking was a delight on short cropped grass which in spring/summer would be sprinkled with 
wild pansies, violets and a great variety of wild flowers. After skirting limestone pavements and several 
drystone walls (with excellent easy Yorkshire stiles over them) we came to the top of the Dib – an 
impressive narrow dry valley which drops steeply down to Conistone. From its top we had a good 
view of Kilnsey Crag with its overhang – popular with rock climbers. 

After a leisurely lunch soaking up the views we continued on our way passing  an apple pie shaped (with 
a bit of imagination) outcrop of rocks -  aptly named Conistone Pie. The scenery never failed to impress. 
We eventually dropped down to our destination – Kettlewell – tea and cake for some and a welcome pint 
for others. Altogether a very enjoyable day – good company, excellent views and fresh air!

We are all looking forward to the time when it will be safe to, once again, get on the coach and continue 
with our rambles. When we do so you will be welcome to come and join us.

Barbara A.

Scout and Guide Headquarters: Available for Hire
The Scout and Guide Headquarters is available to hire for meetings, children’s parties, groups etc.  
The building is accessible to all with kitchen facilities, baby changing, and disabled toilet. Charges 
are £15 per hour for one-off or regular use. Please contact Chris Pilling on 01257 794325 if you wish 
to hire this facility.



DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR THE CHRONICLE? 

Here are the deadlines for our contributors for the 
next few editions. Please email your contribution to 
margaretstewart@btconnect.com by the following 
dates:
20th November 2020
20th February 2020
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
contributors, our sponsors and our distributors for 
all their support with the Chronicle, and a big thank 
you to Rachel Simm for agreeing to edit this and future 
editions.
Margaret Stewart: 01257 792692 / 795665







SCOUTS
Monday 7.00pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kerry Houghton              01257 793423

CUBS
Thursdays 6.45pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kerry Houghton             01257 793423

BEAVERS
Mondays 6.00pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Heather Clipston                  07779 092004

GUIDES
Wednesday 7.00pm Scout and Guides HQ
Contact Carole Foster             07837 252266
Contact Rachel Simm              07787 445447

BROWNIES
Wednesday 6.30pm Old School     07725 973324
Contact Claire Wade               01257 793332

RAINBOWS
Currently closed

ALMSHOUSES
Frances Darlington Charity Properties occasionally available
Contact Mrs M Stewart              01257 792536
The Alms House Chapel
Nearest access from Charter Lane
Holy Communion at 10.00am each Thursday.
Also suitable for meetings
Contact Clerk Mrs M Stewart           01257 792536

WOMENS GROUP
For all ages.1st Thursday in the Old School at 8.00pm
Contact Janet Bowen 01257 794064

CHURCHES
Church of England Christ Church Charnock Richard,
Church Lane
Priest: Fr. Andrew Brown 01257 452777
For details of Church Services and other activities see 
the Church Noticeboard or contact the church wardens:

Mr Malcolm Stewart (Church Warden) 01257 792536
Mrs J Worthington (Church Warden) 01257 795665

CHRIST CHURCH LADIES
Fundraising and other activities for both Church 
and community
Contact Mrs C Pilling              01257 794325
Mrs J Barlow                             01257 793126

COFFEE MORNINGS
Open to all - 2nd Wednesday 10.00am
Scout and Guide Headquarters
Contact Mrs C Pilling              01257 794325
Mrs J Barlow               01257 793126

PRE-SCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5.00pm in the Old School
Contact Gillian Leadbetter             07944 217699

CRAFT CLUB
Mrs A Sutton                01257 792464
Mrs B Willis               01257 793494

MOTO-X CLUB
Tuesdays 8.30pm at Football Club

RAMBLING CLUB
Contact Harry Lawton             01257 412184
               07706 019097
CHARNOCK VOICES CHOIR
Contact Rachel Simm             07787 445447

OLD SCHOOL / PARISH ROOMS
Available for meetings and parties
Contact Mrs P Pate               01257 791407

MOTHERS UNION
3rd Thursday in the Football Club 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Enrolling Member Mrs C Pilling        01257 794325
Secretary Mrs S Carr                            01257 369166

PARISH COUNCIL: Your local voice.
Information from all enquiries to the Parish Clerk:
Mrs. Carolyn Cross. 43 Kingsmead, Chorley. PR7 3JY
carolyn.parishcouncil@googlemail.com          01257 265067
Councillor Allan Shaw Chairman    01257 792466
Councillor Ann Bishop Vice Chair    01257 793009
Councillor George Brennand            01257 791233
Councillor Les Cheetham                   01257 792451
Councillor Alan Cornwell                     07850 884041
Councillor Harold Heaton                   01257 791312
Councillor Jim Hill                                  01257 277832
Councillor Janet Ogden                      01257 791854
Councillor Chris Pilling                          01257 794325
Councillor Ellen Walmsley                      07756 355376
Councillor Lucy Watson                      07703 429570
Councillor Cheryl Jackson            07894 966145
Councillor Lisa Birchall            07885 568286

CRICKET CLUB
Contact Harold Heaton             01257 791312

FOOTBALL CLUB
Contact Ian Holland              01257 794288

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
Qualified carers, lots of fun and activities.
Contact - The School

SCHOOL
Children are usually admitted in the year of their
5th Birthday. Names can be put down in advance.
Contact Head Teacher - 
Mrs H. Brooks              01257 791490

THE VILLAGE CONTACT LIST

Please send additions and/or corrections to margaretstewart@btconnect.com 
with the subject title “Contact List Update”


