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CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 14th January 2019 at 7.30 pm in the 

Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard. 
 

Present:  Councillors Mrs A Bishop (Acting Chairman), Mrs C Pilling, Mrs E Butcher, J Hill, Mrs J 

Ogden, Mrs L Watson, A Cornwell, L Cheetham, H Heaton, and G Brennand.  Also present Borough 

Councillor Whittaker. 
 

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters 

or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)  
 

The Chairman welcomed everyone and wished all present a Happy New Year.  The Chairman reported 

that she had asked members of the public present if there was anything specific on the Agenda which 

they wished to be brought forward to this part of the meeting to prevent the necessity to lift standing 

orders during the meeting and, there was nothing on the agenda to bring forward.  Councillor Heaton 

stated that it is up to the Committee to decide if they want standing orders to be lifted.  The Chairman 

stated that, a request can be made but, if the Chairman wishes, the request can be refused. 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – Reported on the recent Southern Parishes Neighbourhood Meeting and 

asked whether Charnock Richard PC had a priority they wished to be considered for 2019/20.  

Councillor Heaton confirmed that he had sent his apologies to this meeting as he was stuck in traffic.  

Councillor Whittaker was not aware of this at the meeting but suggested that it is still possible to submit 

a request to the Committee for consideration for 2019/20.  Councillor Whittaker explained about the 

proposed funding cuts to LCC services as part of their budget consultation.  The loss of some services 

such as waste & recycling and street lighting will be consulted on, but some issues will not e.g. gully 

emptying, youth offending teams, special educational needs and adult social care amongst others.  

Councillor Whittaker asked that the Parish Council consider a response to LCC’s Budget Consultation.  

He reported on the proposed warding arrangements from the Local Government Boundary Commission, 

and confirmed that Chorley Council has agreed with the suggestion that Heskin should be included with 

Charnock Richard, Eccleston and part of Euxton in their response to the Boundary Commission.  He 

reported that he has no definite information as yet regarding the cost of the 2018 Chorley Flower Show 

but understands that the losses were minimal and were covered by Insurance. 

 

101. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillor Shaw (holidays), Councillor Mrs 

Watson who will be arriving late and Borough Councillor Leadbetter (prior meeting). 
 

102. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest 

they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 

2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations 

were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the 

Meeting. 
 

103. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd December 2018 - 

The Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd December 2018 had 

been circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as a 

correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

104. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 

4) – Agreed.   
 

105. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action: 

a) Invitation to Chairman to attend the Lancashire Civic County Carol Service at Blackburn 

Cathedral on Sunday 3rd February 2019 at 6.30pm – Apologies will be submitted. 
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b) Notification next Chorley Liaison Meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th January at 6.30pm – 

Noted.  Councillor Heaton wished to ask the following question of the Liaison Committee – 

“Why are Chorley Council going back into social housing provision?” 

c) Notification and invitation to attend, Chorley Council Planning in Practice Session which will 

take place on Monday 11th March 2019, 5.45pm-7.45pm – Councillors Cheetham and Watson 

expressed an interest in attending this session.  Chorley Council will be informed. 

d) Invitation to attend a meeting to explain changes made to update and streamline the Best Kept 

Village Competition and to explain what the judges look for. 7th Feb, 7.30pm or 11th Feb 2pm – 

Councillor Heaton suggested that in view of the judges comments received after last years 

competition it may be useful to attend.  He suggested that he and Councillor Shaw attend. 

e) Info. from Harris & Aspinall’s Circus who would like to bring the circus to Charnock Richard – 

The Clerk will respond confirming that there are no suitable sites in the Parish and 

suggesting that it may be better for them to contact Chorley Council with this request. 

f) Info. on the Parish Precept 2019/20, Council Tax Base and estimated election costs, for use at the 

Parish Council Budget Meeting in February 2019 – Noted, for use at the Budget Meeting. 

g) LCC Budget Consultation – to discuss or comment on the 2019/20 proposals – Following 

discussion on this subject and taking account of Borough Councillor Whittaker’s comments 

at the beginning of the Meeting the Parish Council will submit the following response: The 

Council object to the funding cuts as many have a significant detrimental impact on the 

most vulnerable people in society i.e. children, vulnerable adults, the elderly.  Year after 

year these vulnerable members of our community face changes and cutbacks to their 

service provision from education services, to housing provision and elderly peoples’ 

services.  These services are a lifeline for the people using them.  The Council feel that the 

people who are being most affected by the proposed cuts should be those who are primarily 

consulted on the cuts, as they are more likely to be able to give an accurate account of how 

these cuts will affect them and the significance of the impact it will have on their lives, their 

health and well being, and their financial status.  The Council would suggest that the deficit 

in funding should be raised from other sources e.g. a small increase in Council Tax across 

the County would bring in significant revenue towards this type of service provision.  The 

Council would like to ask if the cuts in the LCC Budget are proposed as a result of 

alternative Central Government provision for vulnerable people and related to changes in 

the provision of benefits to children, the elderly and vulnerable adults. 

h) Info. from LALC – Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2019 – Resolved – The Chairman, 

Councillor Shaw should be nominated to be put in the draw to attend. 

i) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Email apology from Mr H Brennand who 

confirmed that he did not escalate any complaint against Councillor Bishop to Chorley Council 

and, apologises for any upset this may have caused her and, confirming that he feels she works 

tirelessly for the community and would hope that this will finally draw a line under this matter – 

It was further confirmed that the Parish Council did not bring this matter to the attention 

of Chorley Council.  Councillor Bishop commended Mr Brennand for his apology and also 

hopes that this will be the end of this distressing matter.  ii) Notification of the Mayor of 

Chorley’s Charity Ball, Friday 15th February, Chorley Town Hall, £30 per ticket – Councillors 

Heaton and Bishop and the Clerk will attend with their partners and confirmation of 

whether the Chairman and his wife will attend will be sought on his return from holiday.  

iii)  Chorley Southern Parishes Neighbourhood Meeting – Councillor Heaton reported sending 

his apologies to this meeting.  The Clerk suggested, and it was Resolved: that an application 

be submitted to the Neighbourhood Committee for £2000 towards the re-location of the 

access and the drop kerb into the proposed car park adjacent to the Orchard Gardens.  

The suggested working party that will begin in the spring to clear the proposed car park 

area, cut back the brambles and rotivate the area will include Councillor Bishop, 

Councillor Shaw, Councillor Butcher and possibly others once work commences.  It was 

reported that someone appears to have been hacking at the Laurel bushes on Orchard 

Gardens for no reason.  This will be monitored.  It was confirmed that IP Jones has been 

instructed to commence the installation of the footpath around Orchard Gardens and 

manufacture a new gate.  iv) The Clerk reported Councillor Cheetham’s findings on the latest 
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play equipment inspection at Mossie Close Play Area – Once the equipment manufacture or 

provider is identified, contact will be made to address the issues raised. 
 

106. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at beginning of the Meeting 

1) The Parish Council thanked Mr Noblett for providing the Christmas Tree again this year and 

thanked Mr Thomas Stafford, Councillor Heaton and Councillor Leadbetter for erecting it. 

2) Dog fouling continues to be a major problem in the village.  It is a constant battle for parents and 

teachers as children are taking it in to school and pre-school on their shoes and clothes, then meaning 

they have to be changed and floors need to be disinfected.  It is not fair on the children, on teaching 

staff, and on the parents of the children who also unwillingly take the excrement home with them on 

pram wheels.  Furthermore, it is also extremely dangerous for children.  The Council will ask the dog 

warden to do more patrols.  The Lengthsman will be asked to sweep it off the pavement near the 

school and pre-school.  It was reported that this happened near the football club and when the person 

allowing this was recognised, and details put on facebook, they came back to pick it up.  This matter 

will again be highlighted on the community facebook page.  It was suggested that a volunteer may be 

needed to walk through the village at night in a hi-viz jacket as a dog patroller to deter offenders.  

The Council will also consider the possibility of mobile CCTV cameras to assist with this matter. 

3) Trees overgrowing the footways on Charter Lane are an issue.  Some have been cut back today, 

whilst some affecting overhead cables have recently been cut.  There is a large tree on Conlons land 

which needs removing and their hedges need cutting back.  This is a safety issue now. 

4) The white lines on the road in front of the Almshouses still need reinstating as sight lines are 

being obscured by vehicles parking right up to the entrance/exit to the Almshouses. 

5) A drainage issue over the Christmas period on German Lane was attended to by LCC, who cut a 

grip out, however, the outlet pipe is not big enough to take the water which is now coming over the 

top of the grip and flowing down the lane.  This problem is now much greater than the initial one. 

6) The wooden fencing near the lay-by at Sibberings Brow is broken and slipping onto the road. 

7) The Clerk has been provided with some yellow leaflets by the Police to alert parents to the 

dangers of inconsiderate parking.  Councillors will place the leaflets under windscreen wipers as 

necessary.  The Police will be asked to put the cones back out again at the Church Lane/Charter Lane 

junction and on the bend going towards Leeson Avenue to highlight the parking problems/dangers. 
 

107. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Nothing to report. 
  

108. Orchard Gardens Project – It was agreed that discussions on progressing this project had been 

undertaken earlier in the meeting and there is nothing more to report on this matter at this stage. 
 

109. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications: 

1) 18/01125/FULHH – Two storey side extension and proposed replacement, detached single 

garage.  9 Dob Brow, Charnock Richard.  Resolved – No Objections. 

2) 18/01149/FULHH – Repairs, refurbishment and conversion of existing outbuilding to create 

workshop, garage and additional living accommodation (re-submission of application number 

10/00939/FUL).  The Wilderness, Preston Road, Charnock Richard.  Resolved – No Objections. 

3) 18/01139/FUL – Application under s73 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 for the 

variation of condition 5 (use of timber for proposed windows and doors) following grant of 

planning permission (03/00282/COU, Conversion of barn to two dwellings).  Iddon House, 34 

Church Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved – No Objections. 

4) 18/01206/FUL – Demolition of equestrian buildings and construction of a dormer bungalow and 

detached garage.  Fishers Farm, Delph Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved:  No comments will 

be submitted on this application. 
  

110. Accounts 

Accounts for Payment: 

Lea Hough & Co  Rent for Orchard Gardens   £100.00 

Lea Hough & Co  Rent for land adjacent to Orchard Gardens   £25.00    £125.00 

CR Charity Trustees  Rent for Mossie Close play area       £100.00 

Fir Tree Fishery  Winter planting of planted beds in the village   £1250.00 

Printerinks   Ink Cartridges £98.94 (50% with WPC)        £49.47  
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Mrs C A Cross  Salary – (Net)          £623.68 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax & NI due by Clerk          £104.32 

    NI due by Parish Council    £3.59      £107.91 

Receipts: 

Chorley Council  Neighbourhood Portion towards Orchard Gardens  £2600.00 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts.   
 

111. Lengthsman’s Payment – Work undertaken in this 6 week period totals 150 Hours @ £8.50 per 

hour = £1275.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £1275.00.   
 

Next Meeting:  Monday 4 February 2018 – 6.45 pm Budget Meeting 

               7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting 

   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend 
 

Meeting Closed:  9.10 pm 
 

Chairman:         Date: 
 

REPORT 1 

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council:  

a) Notification of split decision for works to protected trees: Chorley BC TPO no.4 (Charnock 

Richard) 1991: Oak (T3) – 50% crown reduction, Ash (T2) fell. 4 Cherry Tree Close, Charnock 

Richard.  Refused permission to crown (T3), permission granted to fell (T2). 

b) Notification prior approval not required for proposed single storey rear extension measuring 

7.99m in depth, with eaves height of 2.25m and, a maximum height of 3.89m (following 

demolition of part two storey, part single storey rear extension). 16 Town Lane. 

c) Notification planning permission granted for erection of storage building, glasshouse, water tank, 

removal of hedging and replacement with perimeter fence (part retrospective). Pole Green 

Nurseries, Church Lane. 

d) Notification E.on prices for electricity supply to telephone box will be changing form 21st 

January 2019, from 0.179p per kWh to 0.221 per kWh. 

e) Notification of proposed temporary road closure on Spendmore Lane, on 14th February 2019 to 

15th February 2019 to enable carriageway works to take place. 

f) Notification of proposed temporary road closure on Park Hall Road, on 13th February 2019 to 

15th February 2019 to enable carriageway works to take place. 

g) Confirmation of receipt of your submission to the Local Government Boundary Commission. 

h) Telephone confirmation that the enforcement officer has spoken to Mr Hough who denies that 

any work is being undertaken on his land, nor that he is residing there at any time.  The 

enforcement officer made it clear that he would be monitoring this. 

i) Report of unstable tree on Charter Lane – confirmed land ownership details to the complainant. 

j) Info. from United Utilities on the Priority Services Register. 

k) Details of the new lottery for CPRE Lancashire – The 100 Club. 

l) Copy CPRE Fieldwork – Winter Edition  m)  Copy CPRE Countryside Voice –Winter Edition 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 

If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then 
you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave 

the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to 
enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter. 


