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CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 3rd December 2018 at 7.30 pm in the 

Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard. 
 

Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), Mrs C Pilling, Mrs E Butcher, J Hill, Mrs J Ogden, Mrs L 

Watson, A Cornwell, L Cheetham, H Heaton, Mrs A Bishop and G Brennand.  Also present Borough 

Councillors Whittaker and Leadbetter. 
 

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters 

or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)  
 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – Apologised for not being able to provide details of the costs associated 

with the Chorley Flower Show this year.  He has asked, but not received, any information to date.  He 

confirmed a meeting with representatives of the Chorley Youth Zone to discuss young people in rural 

areas accessing the facility.  He will continue to pursue this matter.  He reported that the Boundary 

Review proposals have changed again and it is now proposed that Charnock Richard will be with 

Eccleston and Euxton South and the whole of Coppull will be one complete ward.  He confirmed that 

historically Heskin has been linked with Eccleston; however, the proposals now put Heskin with 

Bretherton and Mawdesley.  Heskin PC will be opposing this as they have no links with the villages it is 

proposed they will link with.  He confirmed that Chorley Councils suggestion that Heskin, Charnock 

Richard and Eccleston be a ward made more sense.  Councillor Whittaker confirmed that the planning 

application for proposals at Pole Green Nurseries will be discussed at next week’s planning committee 

meeting and is recommended for approval. 

Borough Councillor Leadbetter – Confirmed lots of complaints received in relation to dog fouling, 

particularly near the pre-school where the children are now bringing it in to the building, which is in-

appropriate.  It was confirmed that dog fouling is a real problem at the moment and the only way to deal 

with it is to catch and photograph someone allowing their dog to foul without cleaning it up, and then 

prosecute.  The Neighbourhood Warden has been spoken to about the problem and he tries to patrol at 

appropriate times but, working hours do not always allow this.  Councillor Bishop confirmed that she is 

even picking up other dog owners dog fouling as she walks through the village and is sure that it is the 

same dog owners allowing their pets to foul in the same locations on a daily basis.  Signs will not 

necessarily make a difference, but making an example of someone would be a better deterrent.  It was 

suggested that the Parish Council could purchase a CCTV camera which could assist with this.  The 

Parish Council agreed to erect more signs.  He reported a meeting with County Councillor Iddon to look 

at the state of the roads in Charnock Richard, Coppull and Heskin and, at which he also referred to the 

poor state of the footway on Charter Lane.  It was reported that the Parish Council notice board, which 

has fallen over in the grounds of the Parish Rooms, needs removing. This will be attended to. 

The Chairman reminded those present that if they wished to speak on any matter on the Agenda it is 

better to do so at this point rather than suspending standing orders during the meeting.  Councillor 

Heaton pointed out that a member can request that standing orders be lifted to allow discussions during 

the meeting if he/she wishes to do so. 
 

90. Apologies - Were received and accepted from County Councillor Iddon (prior commitment). 
 

91. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they 

may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, 

Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force - No declarations were 

made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting. 
 

92. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th November 2018 - The 

Minutes of the previous Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 5th November 2018 had been 
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circulated in advance, and it was Resolved:  The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as a 

correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

93. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) 

– Agreed.   
 

94. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action: 

a) Narrative following Member Learning Session: Central Lancs. Local Plan from Chorley Council 

– Noted by the Parish Council. 

b) Details of Draft Recommendations for the Electoral Review of Chorley – for comment – 

Standing Orders – were suspended to allow Borough Councillors to comment on this subject.  

The Boundary Commission are proposing that Charnock Richard be with Eccleston and Euxton 

South.  Borough Councillors confirmed it does seem silly to split Euxton; however, the number 

of electors is too big for 3 Borough Councillors if kept as a whole.  It was confirmed that there is 

no perfect solution numerically with the reduction in Borough Councillors going from 47 to 42.  

The Parish Council maintain their view that geographically Charnock Richard would be 

better with Heskin and Eccleston and agree with Coppull being a ward on its own.  

The Parish Council Meeting was resumed. 

c) Response from County Councillor Iddon re:  footway resurfacing – Charnock Richard – The 

Council remain disappointed with this response to a matter which has been ongoing for 

several years, even before Councillor Iddon’s appointment as the County Councillor for 

our area.  The Council will request details of who to, and how to, complain about this to 

LCC and request details of the amount being paid out by LCC to successful claimants 

following a trip, stumble, fall or injury caused as a direct result of poor footways.  This 

route is used regularly by young, old, infirm, able-bodied and disabled residents accessing 

School, the Scout Hut, the Almshouses or the Football Club, all of whom are subject to the 

dangerous and deteriorating state of the footways, particularly on Charter Lane. 

d) Notification of Chorley BC TPO No.4 (Charnock Richard) 2018 – Oak Trees r/o houses on 

Willow Drive, Charnock Richard – Noted by the Parish Council.  It was confirmed that once 

clarification of the land ownership to the Trustees has been received from the land registry, 

confirming that the trees are on Trustees land, the residents, the Parish Council and the 

Football Club will be informed on how to deal with issues relating to maintenance and 

responsibility of the trees, by letter or in the terms of their respective leases. 

e) Parish Council Christmas Meal – Tue 4th Dec, 7pm for 7.30pm, Park Hall Restaurant – Noted. 

f) Chorley Council response to recent facebook exchange – The Clerk read aloud the response 

from Chorley Council Legal Officer to the facebook exchange involving Councillor Bishop, 

which confirms that Councillor Bishop is neither defamatory nor inflammatory in her 

comments as an individual.  There is nothing in the exchange to indicate that she was 

commenting as a Parish Councillor either. The response was noted by the Parish Council. 

Councillor Bishop confirmed that she has sought legal advice following this incident which 

has confirmed that, Mr Brennand’s comment defamed her character, were slanderous, 

libellous, devious and untrue.  Councillor Bishop is unsure whether to pursue this matter at 

this stage.  The Chairman apologised for the fact that Councillor Bishop was put through 

this pain and upset but confirmed that, at the time the paperwork relating to this incident 

was distributed to Councillors at the meeting, he was unaware of the content.  However, the 

Chairman hoped that the Parish Council could now put this matter to bed.  Councillor 

Bishop confirmed that she was also very upset that the matter was taken to the Borough 

Council by Mr Brennand despite he and Councillor Bishop shaking hands at the end of the 

Meeting where this was discussed, and confirming that they were “parting as friends”.  

Councillor Butcher believes that it would be appropriate for those involved to apologise to 

Councillor Bishop outside of a Parish Council Meeting. 

g) Info. from LALC – Nothing to report. 

h) Late items of correspondence received – i) A letter of thanks was received from Charnock 

Richard under 11’s Football Team for the Parish Council Donation and for the donation from 

Councillor Bishop from her fundraising outside of Parish Council business – Noted. 
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95. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting 

1) The no entry signs at the junction of Birkacre Road and Butterworth Brow have been 

straightened, and now face the fields again rather than the oncoming motorists.  Some motorists have 

begun to use this road as a shortcut again.  Additional signage is required on Butterworth Brow to 

indicate that there is no right turn when leaving the village and no left turn when entering the village. 

2) Parking on the pavement and on double yellow lines is again a problem throughout the village.  

The Council will ask the Police if they still have copies of the polite notices placed on car 

windscreens some years ago in a joint initiative with the Parish Council. 

3) It was reported that there is an Audi estate car, currently parked on Charter Lane near the Scout 

Hut, which is fitted with security cameras and notices stating that the cameras are recording.  It has 

been reported to the Police who have said that as he is not breaking any laws there is little they can 

do.  The owner of the vehicle lives on Leeson Avenue and, both the Police and Councillor Watson 

have approached the vehicle owner on this matter.  It was confirmed the vehicle has been parked at 

other locations e.g. Meadowlands, and he was asked to move it.  The Parish Council are concerned 

that this is a safeguarding issue with the access to the School and the Scout Hut along this route. An 

address is required if the Parish Council want to write to him directly. 

4) Rubbish has again been fly-tipped at Whittle Bottoms which will be reported.  The Parish 

Council discussed the possibility of purchasing and using a CCTV camera at this location. 

5) The builders advertising sign on the Parish Council village name sign on Chorley Lane will be 

removed by the Lengthsman. 

6) The next Community Centre Trust Coffee Morning will be this Saturday 8th December. 

7) The box fly-tipped on the grass verge on Dob Brow has been removed. 

8) A workman seen climbing over the railway bridge wall/gate on Chorley Lane reported that he 

was removing the trees/saplings from the bridge in readiness for bridge work. 

9) The Council will ask if the inoperative sign on Dob Brow can be removed as it interferes with 

hedge cutting along this route. 

10) It was reported that new lampposts have been erected in places on Meadowlands and Lichen 

Close and some locations now have a concrete lamppost and a tin one adjacent.  The lamppost in the 

ginnell to Church Lane has not been replaced though. 

11) It was reported that a large Co-op vehicle is using Church Lane to get to the A49 and presumably 

to continue to Leyland.  This is a very large vehicle which has to cross the centre line of the 

carriageway when going over the railway bridge on Church Lane.  The question of whether there is a 

weight restriction on the Church Lane railway bridge was raised.  Signage will be checked. 

12) The Lengthsman will be asked to remove the plastic container near Welch Whittle Gardens. 

13) The Council are looking for sponsors for the planters at Mill Lane.  Councillors will make 

enquiries at local businesses. 
 

96. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Charnock Richard Charity 

Trustees met this evening.  They are still waiting for registered title from the Land Registry, which it 

is hoped is imminent.  Once received progress can be made with leases to the Parish Council and the 

Football Club.  LALC Chorley Area Committee – meeting attended by Councillor Cornwell who no 

longer wishes to represent the Parish Council on this committee.  He feels that it is no longer viable 

to go with so few members attending and feels that the Parish Council should reconsider their annual 

membership when the renewal is received.  Almshouse Meeting – attended by Councillor Ogden 

who reported that there is a new resident and that all the Almshouses are now tenanted. 
  

97. Orchard Gardens Project – No additional quotations have been received for work to create the 

paths, planted and grassed areas at Orchard Gardens.  The Clerk confirmed that Chorley Council are 

also happy for the Parish Council to go with the quotation received from Ian Jones and will arrange 

for the transfer of the £2600.00 held by them towards this project to the Parish Council.  Work will 

commence in early 2019 on this project.  It was confirmed that the gate will need to be galvanised 

and in keeping with the church railings to be appropriate. 
 

98. Planning – The Council were required to make observations on the following applications: 

1) 18/01016/TPO – Application for works to protected trees:  Chorley BC TPO No. 4 (Charnock 

Richard) 1991: Oak (T3) - 50% crown reduction.  Ash (T2) fell.  Resolved – The Parish 
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Council agree with the Tree Officers recommendations and object to the crowning of the 

oak tree but will agree with removal of the Ash tree. 

2) 18/01045/FULHH – Two storey side extension, detached garage and extension of existing front 

boundary wall.  16 Town Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved – No Objections. 

3) 18/01046/PDE – Notification of a proposed single storey rear extension measuring 7.99m in 

depth, with eaves height of 2.25m and, a maximum height of 3.89m (following demolition of 

part two storey, part single storey rear extension) 16 Town Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved – 

No Objections. 
  

99. Accounts 

Accounts for Payment: 

SLCC    Annual Subscription Fee (50% of £175)        £87.50 

Fir Tree Fishery  Maintenance of planted areas over summer (3 visits)    £105.00 

Charnock Richard FC  Drinks for the Best Kept Garden Presentation      £181.40 

Charnock Roofing  Buffet for Best Kept Garden Presentation      £280.00 

Mrs C A Cross  Expenses for Best Kept Garden Presentation      £115.50 

Pole Green Nurseries  Plants collected       £27.93) 

Pole Green Nurseries  Contribution towards Best Kept Garden Prizes £180.00) £207.93 

Mrs C A Cross  Salary – (Net)          £623.88 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax & NI due by Clerk          £104.12 

    NI due by Parish Council    £3.59      £107.71 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments.   

Councillor Bishop requested that the Parish Council possibly look at paying the expenses of the next IT 

course at the Scout Hut in the New Year, at a cost of £160.00.  Resolved – That as the courses are for 

the good of the community the Parish Council will agree to pay the cost of using the Scout Hut. 
 

100. Lengthsman’s Payment - Work undertaken this month totals 100 Hours @ £8.50 per hour = 

£850.00.  Resolved:  Total Paid £850.00.   
 

Next Meeting: Monday 14 January 2019 (Due to Clerk’s Holidays) 

  Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend 
 

Meeting Closed:  9.02 pm 
 

Chairman:         Date: 

 
 

REPORT 1 

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council:  

a) Notification permission refused for erection of glass balustrade to edge of existing kitchen roof 

and erection of raised access platform to facilitate provision of roof terrace.  216 Chorley Lane. 

b) Confirmation that LCC has accepted the proposal to increase the fare for disabled NoWcard 

holders who travel before 9.30am to £1. 

c) Notification from the National Grid that overhead line works on the 35km long line between 

Penwortham and Kirkby, to steelwork on 102 pylons, painting and other works, will now be 

completed next spring. 

d) Request for additional donation from CPRE. 

e) Confirmation that an enforcement notice has been served on Mr Hough to cease activity on land 

off Church Lane by the end of the week and a request for any reports of activity on this site after 

this time.  If further activity is reported action to prosecute will result. 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 

If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then 

you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave 

the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to 
enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter. 


