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FROM FATHER ANDREW
My Dear Friends,

As Christmas approaches and everyone feels a little more charitable, I am reminded that a 
couple of years ago the Archbishop of Canterbury warned vicars against filling their sermons 
with “moral claptrap” about being “a bit nicer” to everyone.  The Most Revd Justin Welby said 
religion should never be reduced simply to a code of morality instead of an active faith in which 
people are willing to “get [their] hands dirty”.  If that was not enough of a shock to the system 
the Archbishop went on to say that the message of Christianity was so radical that it could be 
mistaken for a call to “violent revolution”, were it not for its emphasis on peaceful means.

Many people may be disturbed to hear the most senior priest in the Church of England 
suggesting that many vicars talk moral claptrap!  Herein is a problem between the gentle 
religion that many of us were brought up on and what is currently being taught in the church’s 
training colleges.  Even as late as the second part of the 20th Century most hymns were heavily 
influenced by the romanticism of Victorian hymn writers who encouraged a belief that all things 
were bright and beautiful, and there is actually a green hill far away.  In reality the horrors of war 
in the last century, not to mention the scandals of crimes committed against children when in the 
care of the church or entertainment organisations have put pay to the myth that all things are 
indeed bright and beautiful, the world being full of some very dark places and events, whilst the 
place where our Lord died was not a chocolate box picture of the idyllic English Countryside but 
a dry and arid mound on the edge of the city, not to mention that he was born in poverty.

Today, students training for a life in ministry within God’s holy church are encouraged to come 
to terms with the fact that God meets us not in a warm and comfortable stable but a small dark 
cave where animals are tethered for the night.  This may shatter comfortable images for some 
who then reject the more brutal modern church, but the reality is that for so many in Britain 
today the church does not relate to their lives or reflect the situation they find themselves in 
because we are thought to gloss-over the unpleasant issues in the world or even worse, ignore 
them all together.

At the beginning of the 20th Century there was a revival in the fortunes of the Church of 
England, largely thanks to the Tractarians, a group of Oxford academics who introduced colour, 
variety and glory in to what had hitherto been dull services.  Largely from upper class families 
these clergymen served in tough inner-city parishes throughout industrial England.  During this 
time the number of people receiving weekly Communion rose and Sunday School attendance 
peaked around the time of the First World War.  The Tractarians offered ordinary people an 
escape each Sunday from their harsh daily lives,

Today we have a different problem to address: it is no longer escapism that the church needs 
to offer but a dose of reality and relativity with those we are here to serve.  The world is more 
sceptical, some would say people are more savvy than they were 100 years ago – perhaps the 
traumas of the 20th Century have made us that way – but in order to respond the Church must 
begin to speak the language of those who are not connected.  This Christmas I hope we will all 
get our hands dirty to bring the world closer to what God intends.

Wishing you all a very Holy and Happy Christmas

Every blessing



A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Hello Everyone,

Welcome to the December / January edition of the Charnock Richard Chronicle.  

We are now in the season of Advent, a time of anticipation and preparation for the 
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus.  This year our School has decided to participate in the 
Posada Celebration and members of our Church have been asked to join them.  You may ask 
“What is the Posada Celebration?”  As part of the Christmas celebration, traditional fiestas 
called Mexican posadas (inns) are held for family, friends and neighbours.  A posada is the 
re-enactment of the census pilgrimage to Bethlehem by Mary and Joseph in search of a room.  
Families from school have offered to take Mary and Joseph into their homes during the week, 
whilst members of our Church have offered to provide safe lodging each weekend.  Along with 
Mary and Joseph is a small light representing Jesus as the Light of the World, as well as a diary 
to be completed each day by the host family.

As we approach Christmas there are a number of special services awaiting us.  The Christingle 
will be held on Wednesday, 13th December 2017 at 5.00pm when the children will participate 
in singing carols, readings and prayers.  There will be a presentation about the work of the 
Children’s Society which is a charity working to support vulnerable children in England and 
Wales, fighting child poverty and neglect, and helping all children to have a better chance in life.  
The collections taken will be given to the Children’s Society.

The following night, on Thursday 14th December 2017, we will be joining up with Radio 
Lancashire for Lancashire Sings Christmas in the Dog and Partridge.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for all members of our community to join with others at various venues throughout 
Lancashire singing carols.  We will be joined by two choirs and a few members of Charnock 
Richard Brass, the whole experience should be quite exhilarating.

On Sunday 17th December 2017, we have a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols based on the 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols held in King’s College Chapel, Cambridge.  This Festival 
was introduced in 1918 to bring a more imaginative approach to worship.  It was first broadcast 
in 1928 and is now broadcast to millions of people around the world.  If you would like to listen 
to the King’s College Festival, it is broadcast live on BBC Radio 4 on Christmas Eve at 3.00pm 
or at 2.00pm on Radio 3 on Christmas Day.

On Christmas Eve at 3.00pm we will be holding our Crib Service with a real baby.  This service 
is specifically aimed at our young families when the children help us to present the story leading 
up to  the birth of Jesus and the days following when the Angels, the Shepherds and the Wise 
Men appear.  It is wonderful to see the children gathered around the crib singing “Away in a 
Manger”.

At 11.30pm on Christmas Eve we begin the Midnight Eucharist and on Christmas Day the Holy 
Eucharist will begin at 10.00am.  We do hope you will join us at some of these services.

In this edition of the Chronicle, after the recollections of Doris Haydock in the last edition, 
Phyllis Richardson recalls some of her memories as a child in the village.  We do want to build 
up a picture of life in our village 70 or 80 years ago.  One fact I found quite astonishing from 
Phyllis’s memories was the existence of 40 working farms in this village, the names of which 
she can recall.  If anyone else is willing to share their memories, please contact me.



THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

“In the power of the Holy Spirit, and strengthened by daily prayer and bible study, 
we will be faithful communicants and by active witness, fellowship and service 

in the community, we will strive to help forward the Kingdom of God”

We are continuing to find out more about our young people in our village.  We learn of their 
commitment, determination and enthusiasm to follow their dreams.  In this issue we hear 
about a sister and a brother, Chloe and Ryan Hughes, and Declan Hunter, who all aspire to 
reach their goals
           
I do hope you enjoy reading this Chronicle.  If you have any news which you think will interest 
others, please let me know.

Malcolm and I would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we send you our good 
wishes for the New Year.

Margaret Stewart
01257 792692 / 792536 / 795665
margaretstewart@btconnect.com

CHRONICLE SPONSORSHIP

Thank you to all the sponsors who have paid their invoices for the current year 
but can I please remind the other sponsors who have still to pay.  

Your remittance will be very welcome.

Thank you    -    Margaret Stewart

CHURCH
THE POWER OF PRAYER

We are often asked to include in our prayers people who are anxious and awaiting tests, people
who are about to have surgery, and people who have been diagnosed with life-threatening
illnesses. One or two of us thought it might be helpful to tell you about some of those for whom
our prayers have been asked so that we might know a little more about them. If you would like
us to include an update on the progress some of these have made, so that it can be shared,
please contact Margaret Stewart 01257 792692/792536/795665

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND AT HOME

The Bishop has granted permission to five people in our Parish to distribute Holy Communion in
Church, in the Chapel and in the home. If you know of someone, who would like to receive Holy
Communion at home, please contact either Margaret Stewart (01257 792692) or Jean Heaps
(01257 793034).



CHURCH SERVICES AT CHRIST CHURCH CHARNOCK RICHARD

The pattern of services for December 2017 and January 2018
 will be as follows, except where noted below:-

 
Sunday

9.30am Parish Eucharist…Common Worship…

Thursday
10.00am  Holy Eucharist (1662) Said in the Almshouses Chapel

PARISH  REGISTERS

Holy Baptism

8th October 2017  Zara Rae Lavery
    Thomas Michael Oxley

12th November 2017 Mary Jane Dixon
    Archie James Dixon
    Zac John Godwin               

Holy Matrimony 
    
None
         
Funerals

7th December 2017  Interment of Ashes of Raymond Stephen Leech.  
    Died 14th November 2017 aged 46 years.  Funeral service and 
    cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium on 1st December 2017.

10th December 2017 Interment of Ashes of Beatrice Pate.  
    Died 29th August 2017 aged 91 years. Funeral service at Christ
    Church followed by cremation at Charnock Richard Crematorium 
    on 11th September 2017. 

MOTHERS UNION

The Mothers Union continues to meet on the third Thursday of the month in the 
Football Club at  2.00pm until 4.00pm. 

 
Everyone welcome.

Please come and join us.    Joyce Barlow



FLOWERS IN CHURCH
1st  October 2017     
Loving birthday memories of Joe   from Marion

8th October 2017
In loving memory of Con    from Reverend John Bacon
In memory of Loved Ones    from Jacqui and John Worthington
In loving memory of our parents Herbert and Alice
Bracegirdle, Sydney and Mary Stewart  from Margaret and Malcolm Stewart and family

15th October 2017
Birthday and anniversary memories of my
daughter Eileen Ann and husband Kenneth from Molly Wilson

5th November 2017
In loving memory of Michelle Jurd   from Jacqui and John Worthington and family
In loving memory of Ray Winstanley  from Janet

26th November 2017
In loving memory of Alan Charnock Heaps from Jean
Treasured birthday memories of our Son, 
Clive Barlow      from Joyce and Bob

3rd December 2017
In loving memory of my lovely Mum, 
Mary Preston      from Jean
In loving memory of Con    from Reverend John Bacon

“THE DEAR ONE”…THE DIARIES OF JAMES DARLINGTON

We have been extremely fortunate to gain access to the diaries of James Darlington who built
our Church one hundred and fifty years ago. “The Dear One” the story of James and Frances
Darlington as told in James Darlington’s diaries, is now available at a cost of £9.50.

If you would like a copy please contact Margaret Stewart 01257 792692/792536/795665.

VICARAGE

As the vicarage is let out to private tenants please ensure all correspondence intended for the
Vicar, Churchwardens, or Parochial Church Council is left at the Church, or given to the
Church-wardens, or any member of the Parochial Church Council.

THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

Please take a look at the Book of Remembrance which can be found at the front of the Church.
If any of you would like the names of your loved ones recorded in this book, then please give
their names and date of death in writing to the Wardens.



DONATIONS RECEIVED TO 20TH NOVEMBER 2017

CHURCH FUNDS.

In memory of Beatrice Pate.
From John Ericson.       £25.00
From John & Jacqui Worthington.     £15.00
From Barbara & Chris McCormick.     £10.00
From Margaret & Malcolm Stewart.     £25.00
From Connie & Donald Heaps.        £15.00

In loving memory of Thomas & Ada Baybutt.
From Ann Cook (nee Baybutt) & family.    £30.00

In memory of Frank Latham.
From the Latham family.               £40.00

In loving memory of our dear son Martin.
Love Mum & Dad.                          £20.00
In loving memory of Martin J. Southworth.
From Auntie Connie, always thinking of you with love.  £20.00

In thanksgiving.
From John Ericson.                   £50.00

In loving memory of my grandparents.
From Rachel Stewart.                      £50.00

Towards printing costs of the ‘Chronicle’.
From Charnock Richard Council.      £125.00
 

RESTORATION FUND. 

In memory of Beatrice Pate.
From Jim & Dorothy & family.      £20.00

From Ann Heaps.                          £20.00

In memory of Peter’s father, Rev. Ethelbert Storm.
From Audrey Storm.                      £50.00

GRAVEYARD FUND.
From Charnock Richard Council.      £125.00

ORGAN FUND.
 None received.

DIARY DATES
Saturday 13th January 2018………Coffee Morning in the Old School at 10.00am



CHARNOCK RICHARD WOMENS GROUP
OCTOBER MEETING

 
October’s meeting took the form of a Fashion show. It was held in the school hall and supported 
by members and more than a hundred others. The night raised £470 through sales ,a raffle and 
refreshments. £235 was donated to Christ Church and £235 to the Community Centre Trust. 
Many thanks to all who supported us, gave of their time ,bought tickets, donated refreshments 
and raffle prizes.
 

NOVEMBER MEETING
 
Tracy once again led the meeting in a celebration of Christmas tree decorations. She designed, 
prepared and led us in producing an acceptable one or two felt items. Thank you Tracy we all 
enjoyed the night and were able to chat to our friends as we sewed or stuck.
 
See you all soon  Lynda
 
Dates for your diary
December 7th     Christmas Jacob’s join and fun night
January 4th    No meeting
February 1st   AGM and games evening

The Charity Trustees are hoping to make their Christmas Donations again this year.  
In order to compile a list of people eligible to receive a donation the Trustees would like 
to request any resident reaching the age of 65 or over, on or before 31 December 2017, 
to complete the following details and cut out and return this slip to:
Mrs Carolyn A.Cross, Clerk to the Trustees, 43 Kingsmead. Chorley. PR7 3JY.

Applications must be received by:  14th January 2018
NAME:     Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss ………………………………………………………………..

  Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss ………………………………………………………………..

ADDRESS: …………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

DATE[S] OF BIRTH:   …………………………………………………………………………

If you have already applied this year, you need not apply again. Carolyn’s phone number 01257 265067.

CHARNOCK RICHARD UNITED CHARITIES

CHARNOCK RICHARD SCOUTS & GUIDES GROUP
Scout and Guide Headquarters   -   Available for Hire

The Scout and Guide Headquarters is no longer being used by 
the School, therefore it is available to hire for meetings, children’s 
parties, groups etc.  The building is accessible to all with kitchen 
facilities, baby changing, and disabled toilet.  
Please contact Chris Pilling 01257 794325 if you wish to hire this 
facility.



THANK YOU TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for organising once again the 
evening event held in the Football Club for all the people in Charnock Richard whose gardens 
were entered in the Best Kept Gardens.

The Mayor and Mayoress of Chorley were in attendance and presented the winners with their 
trophies, certificates and garden vouchers.

We all enjoyed the buffet which was prepared by the Football Club and we received a 
welcome drink.  The evening was well attended and we are sure it was enjoyed by all. Once 
again, thanks to all the Parish Councillors, the Football Club and Carolyn, Clerk to the Council 
for all their hard work in organising the event.

Eric and Anne Nickeas 

PARISH COUNCIL
The Mossie Close play area project is moving forward and our Chairman Allan Shaw has 
negotiated a cheaper price for the equipment to ensure all the play equipment we requested 
can be purchased. 

The Parish Council are considering changing the trophies awarded to winners for the Best Kept 
Garden Competition. Oak plaques are currently awarded to winners which can be mounted 
outside to show the recognition they have received. The plaques are treated to withstand the 
elements however they are not being seen outside so the Parish Council is proposing to award 
an alternative trophy in its place. Feedback on this change would be appreciated, so if you can 
think of a more suitable award or were not aware these plaques could be used outside please 
let us know.

The Scouts, led by Diane Welch, have worked hard in making and installing doggy bag 
dispensers throughout the village to help stop dog fouling. If you get caught short without a bag 
whilst walking your pooch just take bag to clean up your mess and on your next walk pop a new 
bag in the dispenser for the next dog walker.

The Orchard Gardens project is now at a stage where planning permission is being applied 
for so keep your eyes peeled for work happening on site in the near future!

Residents are always welcome to attend Parish Council meetings which are held monthly and 
start at 7:30pm. Whether it is feedback, concerns or general questions we would love to hear 
your thoughts. 

The next meeting dates are:
• 4th December
• 8th January
• 5th February
• 5th March

We hope to see you at our next meeting,

Councillor Ellen Walmsley



CHRIST CHURCH CHARNOCK RICHARD PRE-SCHOOL
This term we have been focusing on reading and listening, the preschool 
children have been listening to many traditional tales such as the 
Gingerbread Man and The Three Billy Goats Gruff. 

The Children thoroughly enjoyed a first visit from the LCC Mobile Library, 
the children chose some books to borrow. We are looking forward to 
future visits from the Mobile Library.

The children have been given the opportunity to think creatively and 
develop problem-solving skills by experimenting with the woodwork bench and tools.

The children have also been busy making 
Christmas decorations and learning 
Christmas songs and dances in 
readiness for our Christmas celebration 
on 21st December, once again we look 
forward to welcoming our parents and 
grandparents to this special day which 
is also our Christmas party day, we are 
also really looking forward to our visit from 
Father Christmas.

Many thanks to Paul Leadbetter 
(Pre-School Chairman) for setting up the 
Christmas tree outside preschool, 
as always it looks wonderful. Thanks also 
to Oliver Watson’s Grandad for making 

and donating some wooden bases for the doll’s house mini children and thank you to Oliver’s 
family for donating a wooden brio train table; the children have thoroughly enjoyed playing with 
it. Also, thanks to Malcolm Stewart for making us another new door. We have received another 
donation from the Parish Council and we have used this to purchase a new wooden table for the 
role play area and three new rugs for the children to play on, thank you to the parish council for 
their donation.

The Pre-School is open daily from 7.45am – 5.00pm with breakfast club for Christ Church 
School children from 7:45 to 8:45 providing a healthy nutritional breakfast. All staff complete 
first aid, safeguarding and food hygiene training every three years.

If you would like to enrol your child at Pre-School please telephone us on: 
07944 217699 or email: info@charnockrichardpreschool.co.uk 

Further information about Pre-School can be 
found on the Pre-School website: 
www.charnockrichardpreschool.co.uk, 

see the news page for daily tweets about what 
we have been doing at preschool.  

Gillian Leadbetter (Pre-School Manager)



CHRIST CHURCH CHARNOCK RICHARD

CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Charity at Christ Church Charnock Richard

The newly elected School Council have hit the ground running this year! They have taken 
their role very seriously and have got straight into giving to charity. The Council sent a letter 
to parents and collected Food Bank donations over a three week period. 

Once the items had been collected, the School Council took a trip on a Tyrer’s Coach (which 
had been kindly donated!) to Living Waters Church in Chorley to deliver the school’s donations.
The children got to see behind the scenes of the community café, getting the chance to see the 
food storage and meeting the volunteers. They learned lots about the Charity and found the 
experience very humbling. “It made me feel really lucky and thankful for the food that we have” 
said a Year 6 Councillor. 

To share this experience, the children have already designed a whole-school assembly which 
they plan to deliver before Christmas and have also decided what they would like to collect next!
Thank you to all of the members of the community who donated food for this wonderful, local 
cause.



Terms and conditions  1. To celebrate our 130 year anniversary we are offering to make a charitable donation of £130 when a new Ecclesiastical Insurance plc 
Home Insurance policy (a “Policy”) is purchased directly from us and your insurance cover commences on or before 31st December 2018, on the following 
terms and conditions. 2. One charitable donation will be made per Policy issued. 3. Quotation requests for a Policy must be made online or by telephone, 
quoting TRUST130. This charitable donation offer cannot be redeemed in any other way. 4. Underwriting terms and conditions apply and we reserve the right 
to not provide a quotation or offer to insure if the property that is the subject of the quotation does not meet our underwriting criteria. 5. The charitable donation 
is conditional on the named insured under the Policy notifying us of a church in the United Kingdom which is part of the Anglican Communion to receive the 
donation (the “Nominated Church”). Donations will be made by us directly to the Nominated Church, within 30 days of the Policy start date. 6. “We” and “us” in 
these terms and conditions refer to Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc.

Choose the UK’s most 
trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate

£130
 to your church

When it feels irreplaceable, trust 

We’re proud that customers across the UK have voted Ecclesiastical as the UK’s Most Trusted  

Home Insurance provider, ahead of all other insurers. To celebrate this achievement, and in recognition  

of our 130 year anniversary, we’ll donate £130 to your church if you take out a new home insurance  

policy with us. To take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 or  

call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130.



“MESSY CHURCH IN THE OLD SCHOOL”



CHARNOCK RICHARD COMMUNITY CENTRE TRUST
I would like to thank all those of you who continue to support the trustees by joining us at our
monthly coffee mornings, by filling Smartie tubes, or by making regular monthly contributions.  
We really do appreciate all your help and support.  

Our next Coffee Morning is on Saturday, 13th January 2018.  
I would like to acknowledge the following donations:

Tubes of Smarties:
Lynda Dickinson    £12.60
Marion Holding    £11.20
Dave Woods and Janette Hough  £11.80
John Ericson     £40.00
Joyce Holland    £12.80
Alf and Betty Stacey   £13.80
Jan Mason     £12.40
Nancy Houghton    £14.00
Nancy Houghton    £13.00
Beryl Willis     £12.20
Beryl Willis     £11.60
Joyce Barlow     £12.60

Coffee Morning …October 2017  £132.50 
Coffee Morning….November 2017 £132.20
Coffee Morning….December 2017 £97.50
Afternoon Tea……November 2017 £221.50

Since we started collecting 20 pence pieces we have raised £1392.45, and since we started the 
Coffee Mornings we have raised £1780.65.  Thank you all so much.

Loving Christmas memories of my darling husband Jack, my beautiful daughter Rosemary 
Brooks and Michael Allen from Margaret.     £50.00

A donation given as a thank you to George Haydock for his lovely painting from Lilian Tickle £10.00

A donation given as a thank you to George Haydock for his lovely painting from Margaret 
Edwards           £50.00

In loving memory of my husband Ted from Aileen Sutton     £20.00

Charnock Richard Parish Council       £125.00

Charnock Richard Women’s Group       £235.00

I would like to thank Charnock Richard Women’s Group for organising the Fashion Show and
sharing the money raised on the night between the Church and the Community Centre Trust, 
the Parish Council for giving us money from their charitable donations, George Haydock for
suggesting donations to the Community Centre Trust for his paintings, all the individuals who
give us donations in memory of their Loved Ones and all those who fill the Smartie tubes.    
    
Thank you all so much, working together we can make a difference. 
 
Margaret Stewart
01257 792692/792536/795665
Vice-Chairman Charnock Richard Community Centre Trust



CHARNOCK RICHARD STORIES
MY CHILDHOOD MEMORIES BY PHYLLIS RICHARDSON

On reading the article in the last edition of the Chronicle from Doris Haydock, it made me think 
of my early years in Charnock Richard.  I was born at Chorley Lane Farm, Charnock Richard 
which is no longer in existence.  During the war we would watch the bombs dropping over 
Liverpool and, when the siren sounded, six children and my mother would have to take cover 
under the kitchen table as the air raid shelter was too far away from us.  The sirens sounded 
quite often as the Germans were looking for the Royal Ordnance Factory at Euxton, and 
Coppull Factory was said to be a landmark as this had a green roof.  The Dean family had a 
small holding in Town Lane and a bomb dropped on their land.  This left a huge hole which, they 
then realised, was a sandpit and in later years, they tried to get permission to open as a sand 
quarry but the Council refused.

I went to Charnock Richard school and, when the National Health Service was formed in 1948, 
a doctor, a dentist and a nurse would visit the school to check our health periodically.

After the war, ex-servicemen came from Washington Hall Training College – I remember Mr. 
McIver and Mr. Holden, but they did not stay long, but Mr. Hargreaves came and he later went 
on to become a Headmaster at a school in Knutsford.

The school organised garden parties, these were held in the vicarage garden and The 
Beeches on Preston Road, where we had country dancing and skipping demonstrations for 
entertainment, after which we had refreshments.  May Queens and Rose Queens were held, 
we would dress up and parade around the village collecting money for the hospital and other 
charities, ending up with a picnic.

One memory that stands out in my mind was the Church Harvest.  The vicar at that time was 
Reverend Storm, who was tragically killed in a cycling accident, and he was followed by 
Reverend Cairns, I clearly remember both of them.  All the pews and benches around the sides 
of the church were full and people stood all around the Font.  It was a lovely sight with sheaves 
of corn, home-made bread, fresh fruit and vegetables decorating the Church.  At that time, 
there were at least 40 working farms in Charnock Richard, with fields full of corn, wheat, barley, 
potatoes and other vegetables, and of course cattle.  The farmers ploughed their fields using 
2 horses and a plough.  Where have all the farms gone?

After the war things started to change, I remember in 1947 going on my first school holiday, this 
was to Keswick and Ambleside.  This was such a long way away as most people only went as 
far as Blackpool!  The cost of the holiday was £1.10s and we were only allowed to take £1.10s 
for spending money.  We stayed in Youth Hostels.  In the second year, we went to Buxton 
staying in a Youth Hostel and in the third year, we went to St. Bees again staying in a Youth 
Hostel, in my last year, the fourth year, we went to Kessingland which is 5 or 6 miles south of 
Lowestoft.

The village also organised dances in the School, these were held on Saturday evenings and we 
danced to Bert Gaskell’s band.  We enjoyed some very happy times.

I left Charnock Richard at the age of 12 to live in Coppull, but continued to go to Charnock 
Richard School till 1951 when I was 15.  I left school to start work at Eccleston Factory on a 
wage of £1.10.0.

Phyllis Richardson



MOTOCROSS

Declan Hunter, who lives in Town Lane, has been riding motocross since he was 8 years old, 
he has won many championships and he has also raced in Europe.  However, the nature of the 
sport does not come without injury.  He has suffered a few broken bones along the way, but it 
still does not stop Declan from participating in the sport he loves.  Declan is in his last year at 
Southlands High School and the school has been very supportive and understanding when 
Declan has needed to take time off school to ride.

Declan has just finished his first season on his 125cc Ktm bike and will remain on the 125 for 
another season before may be moving up to a 250cc.  Next year Declan will be racing in the 
British Youth Nationals and Dutch Nationals.  Declan gets lots of help and support from a few 
sponsors  -  Mark Rothwell of Race Suspension Services Ltd, the Box Doctor, 7T Racing, JP 
Oils and Autosmart and not forgetting Mum and Dad!!!!

The pictures are from Barmouth beach race October 2017 where Declan, who has just turned 
16 years of age, took the winning flag.  



RYAN HUGHES BOXING JOURNEY

Ryan Hughes had his first ever training session on the 27th June 2013 at Jennings’s Gym, 
which is based at Coppull Mill.  He then had his first ever skills bout at the age of 10 years old 
at Ferrari’s Country Hotel.

Ryan asked his parents if he could start boxing when 
he was 9 years old, his Mum and Dad were a little 
unsure at first, as it is not the type of sport most children 
would choose.  World Champion Michael Jennings is 
a cousin of Ryan’s Mum and a lot of people thought 
Ryan had started boxing due to the history of boxing 
in the family, but this was never the case.  Ryan 
decided of his own back this was something he wanted 
to try.  Ryan has stuck at the boxing now for four and 
a half years, he trains 4 nights a week, which is a huge 
commitment for someone so young, he trains extremely 
hard and takes the sport very seriously.  Ryan 
understands the commitment required in boxing, it is 
not like football, where if you are having a bad day you 
can rely on your team mates, it is a very lonely sport 
and you are on your own in that ring.

In July 2015, Ryan won an award at the club’s 
presentation night for the Hardest Trainer, he was 
presented with the award based on his commitment, 
hard work and dedication. In October 2015, Ryan had 
his first competitve boxing bout in Horwich and went on 
to win the decision unanimously.  

Ryan has since continued to carry on his boxing journey with the help and training of Michael 
and David Jennings from Jennings Gym, and has so far had 10 competitive boxing bouts 
and he is looking to have his next bout on the 8th 
December 2017 on Jennings Gym home show 
at Evoque nightclub in Preston, where they are 
expecting to sell around 500 tickets.  Ryan looks 
up to his trainers and has the upmost respect for 
them due to their time and effort they commit to his 
personal training. 

Ryan has learnt many things through boxing, it is 
not just about the boxing bouts, it is about discipline, 
hard work, commitment, technique and being 
prepared to take orders to learn how to improve. 



CHLOE AND HER DREAMS

Chloe Hughes is 15 years of age and lives on Chorley Lane, Charnock Richard.  She started 
riding ponies at the age of 5 years and her journey began at a local riding school, Roocrofts in 
Wrightington, where she was taken under the wing of some older girls and had riding lessons 
on how to walk, trot and canter.  Chloe took to it straightaway like a duck to water, her desire to 
be able to ride alone with no lead rein is where she wanted to be from day one, and she was 
determined to get there.  She used to tell us that she would be galloping through some fields on 
her own one day, on her own pony, with her packed lunch for the two of them. We, as parents, 
used to laugh and say you never know, you might one day keep dreaming of what you want and 
it may come true. Well it certainly has come true for Chloe.

Chloe eventually took a pony on loan a couple of days a week to test her commitment, it was 
an 11 hands pony called Sampson.  She soon started to get the competition bug where she 
wanted to go to local shows, jumping and competing in the pre-novice show jumping, and, in 
her first year aged 8 years, she came third.  Chloe then became too big for Sampson and took 
on another loan pony at 12.3hands called Viva Las Vegas.  As Chloe was so dedicated and 
committed, we bought Vegas as her own first pony.  Chloe started to compete with Vegas at 
the local shows and joined the pony club.  By the end of the season, Chloe went on to win 
overall Supreme Show Jumping and Working Hunter Champion two years in a row with Viva 
Las Vegas.

Chloe started to aim her sights on slightly larger shows competing at Church Farm.  She 
competed for a team place with the pony club at events similar to Somerford Park in Cheshire.  
Sadly, Chloe then again became too big for her pony, so we had to go through the heart 
breaking time of selling Vegas on to a lovely new family.  This was the hardest thing Chloe ever 
had to do, it broke her heart as he was her best friend.  Chloe is however still very much in 
contact with his new owners and he is still doing extremely well.

Chloe needed a bigger pony, as a result we bought her Jimmy Choo 14.2 hands at the age of 
3 years old.  He had only been lightly backed, Chloe then had the task of teaching a young pony 
how to jump, something with which she was not familiar, she had never had to do this before. 
Chloe’s ambition has always been to become an event rider, which is an Olympic sport, which 
consists of dressage, show jumping and cross country.  



THE POTTING SHED TEAM
Have you a few hours to spare each week?  

We have organised a team which meets for two or 
three hours each week and works in the garden 

areas in the centre of the village…the Old School garden, 
the Almshouses garden, and the Churchyard.  

The team meets each Monday at 10.00am.  

If you need any further information please contact 
Malcolm on 01257 792692 / 792536 or 07951 862 399.

Chloe is now in her 3rd year representing the Wheelton Pony Club in dressage, show jumping 
and eventing.  Earlier this year, Chloe was the only member of any pony club across England 
to qualify in all three disciplines with the same rider / pony combination for dressage, show 
jumping and eventing in the regional finals at the prestigious event location Eland Lodge in 
Derbyshire.  Chloe was overwhelmed with her achievement for herself and her much loved 
pony Jimmy Choo, who at the time, was only 5 years old.  At the event, Chloe and Jimmy’s 
team, Wheelton and District, went on to get placed in the top 10 out of all England, which was 
quite some achievement. 
There has been tears along the way due to the young age of Chloe and Jimmy trying to get 
where they want to be.  It has to be said the plan is all coming together nicely now, Jimmy was 
6 years old on the 20th September 2017, the birthday he shares with Chloe.  Some things are 
just meant to be!  What Chloe and Jimmy have achieved is incredible, they started off going to 
jump in the 65cm classes to get him used to all different surroundings.  Now Chloe and Jimmy 
are jumping courses of 95cm.  Jimmy has very recently been registered BSJA and Chloe and 
Jimmy's intentions are to be winning 95cm to 1.10m at BSJA.

Chloe's plans for 2018 are to get to the Championships again and win, but also to start winning 
these BSJA classes, let's see what the future holds for both of them.



CHRONICLE SPONSORS
Many thanks to all of the sponsors, without whose support we could not produce this magazine.
Perhaps it might be worth considering reviewing your advert to make sure that it contains all the 
correct details. Do you now have an email address or a website? Let me know and I will include 
the additional details.

To those local businesses that do not appear in this magazine, why not think about becoming a 
sponsor and getting your name in print? We produce 850 copies of this magazine for distribution 
every two months – can you afford to ignore this opportunity to tell people about your business?

For all enquiries about sponsorship or other content for the Chronicle, please email: 
margaretstewart@btconnect.com

Do you require support in your own home?
Would you like to get out and aboutmore?

Please call Amanda: 01257 696050

www.independentlivinglancashire.co.uk

Services....
- Travel to appointments/dayout
- Meal preparation, medication prompting
- Housekeeping & Shopping
- Personal Care, washing & bathing...
- Overnight Care (10pm -7am)
- Other services on request

Why Independent Living?
- Well presented & trained staff
- We stay the full allotted time
- Well established/Charnock Richard customers
- Regulated, insured member of our Trade Body
- Strong office support & 24 hour helpline
- Temporary & permanent staff
- Memory loss, cancer, Parkinsons & stroke experience

Here are the deadlines for our contributors for the next three issues.  
Please email your contribution to: 
margaretstewart@btconnect.com by the 20th of each of the following months:

                              January 2018     -     March 2018      -      May 2018

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our contributors, our sponsors and our distributors 
for all their support with the Chronicle, and a big thank you to Paul Burgess for editing this 
edition.

Margaret Stewart
01257 792692 / 792536 / 795665



- Please support your Community Businesses - 

HINDS HEAD GARAGE
Preston Road, Charnock Richard.

Tel: 01257 791206

J S GERRARD & SON
Coal Merchant

Tel: 01257 262745

BRIAN ROLLINS
Plumbing, Heating & Gas

14 Alma Drive, Charnock Richard

Tel: 01257 267050
Mob: 07966 924053

STEWART FERSINA
UPVC Windows, Doors &

Conservatories

Tel: 01257 792536

•Home Boarding for Dogs

•Dog  Walking

•Daily Pet visits (Cats, small caged animals/birds)

•Day Care for one offs

MRS G's 

PET CARE SERVICES                                   

Licensed and Insured
T: 07708 722469       M: 01257 432092

Heskin Farmers Market & Craft Centre
Heskin Estate, PR7 5PA

Tel: 07456 527413

Literacy & Numeracy Tuition for ages 5 - 11 years
Delivered by fully qualified Teacher & Assessor (DBS)

- Expert One to One tuition in a lovely classroom setting (max3/4 children)

- Each childs programme is unique

- Situated in a picturesque location with an array of  Shops
- Please ring for a free asssessment

- A1 TUITION -

HATHA YOGA for Wellbeing
Charnock Richard Pre-School

 
Tuesdays 7.30-8.45 pm 

£22.00 for a 4 week course
Starts Tuesday 7th November

Suitable for beginners as well as for more 
experienced yogis who enjoy a moderate/gentle pace.

 
Contact Lisa Heaps - 0770 803 6636

NHC Dip Yoga - IYN Registered Teacher

Please support your 
community Businesses 
and Community Groups



Our services include:
 Companionship   -   Home from Hospital support  -  Mediction Reminders

 Transportation and Errands   -   Meal Preparation
 Light Housekeeping   -   Help with washing, dressing and personal care

 Holiday & Respite cover   -   Specialist Dementia Care
Euxton based company with friendly reliable staff and many 

exciting satisfied customers in the area.

We provide quality care based on the needs of our customers.

Please call Lyndsey 01257 367404
Right at Home is registered with the Care Quality Commission

MC & MA STEWART
HAULAGE Ltd.

Coppull

Tel: 01257 792536

- Please support your Community Businesses - 



- Please support your Community Businesses - 

LIBERTY SQUARE
Ladies Fashions & Accessories

Located at Heskin Hall 
Farmers Market & Craft Centre

Near Eccleston.

Tel: 07967 656080

DRY LOGS
Bags or Bulk, Collected or Delivered locally

Also 
Hay, Straw, Haylage Mini or Round Bales

Call Mick or Linda Purtill

Tel: 01257 470839

MICHAEL GRAVES
Painter & Decorator

61 Chorley Lane,
Charnock Richard

PR7 5EZ
Tel: 01257 432976

Mob: 07715 665349

POLE GREEN 
NURSERIES Ltd

Charnock Richard

Fresh produce, plants and flowers
Friendly and helpful service

For all your gardening needs & much more.

Tel: 01257 791233

BEVONAIR
Hair Studio

A Warm and Friendly Salon
Open 5 days per week

Late night Thursday (closed on Tuesdays)
Pensioners Mondays & Wednesday

Manicures and Acrylic Nails
120 Church Lane, Charnock Richard

Tel: 01257 793399

ROSCOE HOUSE FARM
5* Luxury Boarding Kennels

Delph Lane, Charnock Richard
(opposite the Bowling Green)
Long & Short stays available
- A Little Luxury for Your Dog -

Elaine on 07948 814113
Sandra on 07770 727401

GATE AUTOMATION
Installation - Repairs - Servicing

Tel: 01257 795242
Mob: 07768 314082

CHARNOCK RICHARD 
FOOTBALL CLUB
Charter Lane, Charnock Richard

Function Room available for Hire.
We offer a fine selection of Beers, Wines 

and Spirits
New Members Welcome.
Tel: 01257 794288



SCOUTS
Monday 7.00pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kerry Houghton             01257 793423
CUBS
Thursdays 6.45pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kerry Houghton             01257 793423
BEAVERS
Mondays 6.00pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kerry Houghton                        01257 793423
Contact Carla Ryall             07887 572500
GUIDES
Wednesday 7.00pm Scout and Guides HQ
Contact Carol Foster              07837 252266
Cr.guides@hotmail.com
BROWNIES
Wednesday 6.30pm Old School             07725 973324
Contact Claire Wade              01257 793332
RAINBOWS
Tuesday 5.30pm Scout and Guide HQ
Contact Kat Winters              07701 353425

ALMSHOUSES
Frances Darlington Charity Properties occasionally available
Contact Mrs M Stewart                         01257 792536
The Alms House Chapel
Nearest access from Charter Lane
Holy Communion at 10.00am each Thursday.
Also suitable for meetings
Contact Clerk Mrs M Stewart             01257 792536

WOMENS GROUP
For all ages.1st Thursday in the Old School at 8.00pm
Contact Janet Bowen              01257 794064

CHURCHES
Church of England Christ Church Charnock Richard,
Church Lane
Associate Priest:

For details of Church Services and other activities see the 
Church Noticeboard or contact the church wardens.

Mr Malcolm Stewart (Church Warden)  01257 792536
Mrs J Worthington (Church Warden)     01257 795665

CHRIST CHURCH LADIES
Fundraising and other activities for both Church and 
community
Contact Mrs C Pilling              01257 794325
 Mrs J Barlow             01257 793126

COFFEE MORNINGS
Open to all - 2nd Wednesday 10.00am
Scout and Guide Headquarters
Contact Mrs C Pilling              01257 794325
 Mrs J Barlow             01257 793126

PRE-SCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB
Monday to Friday 7.45am to 5.00pm in the Old School 
Contact Gillian Leadbetter   07944 217699

CRAFT CLUB
Mrs A Sutton     01257 792464
Mrs B Willis     01257 793494

MOTO-X CLUB
Tuesdays 8.30pm at Football Club

RAMBLING CLUB
Contact Barbara Ansty    01772 424639

OLD SCHOOL / PARISH ROOMS
Available for meetings and parties
Contact Mrs P Pate    01257 791407

MOTHERS UNION
3rd Thursday in the Football Club 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Enrolling Member Mrs C Pilling   01257 794325
Secretary Mrs S Carr    01257 369166

PARISH COUNCIL: Your local voice
Information from all enquiries to the Parish Clerk: 
Mrs. Carolyn Cross. 43 Kingsmead, Chorley. PR7 3JY 
carolyn.parishcouncil@googlemail.com 01257 265067
Councillor Allan Shaw Chairman 01257 792466
Councillor Ann Bishop Vice Chair 01257 793009
Councillor George Brennand   01257 791233
Councillor Les Cheetham   01257 792451
Councillor Alan Cornwell   07850 884041
Councillor Harold Heaton   01257 791312
Councillor Jim Hill    01257 277832
Councillor Janet Ogden    01257 791854
Councillor Chris Pilling    01257 794325
Councillor JohnTaylor    01257 269938
Councillor Ellen Walmsley   07756 355376
Vacant

CRICKET CLUB
Contact Harold Heaton    01257 791312

FOOTBALL CLUB
Contact Ian Holland    01257 794288

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
Qualified carers, lots of fun and activities. 
Contact - The School

SCHOOL
Children are usually admitted in the year of their 
5th Birthday. Names can be put down in advance.
Contact Head Teacher - Mrs H. Brooks  01257 791490

THE VILLAGE CONTACT LIST

Please send additions and/or corrections to margaretstewart@btconnect.com with the subject title “Contact List Update”


