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CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.charnockrichardparishcouncil.com 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 November 2017 at 7.30 pm in the 

Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard. 
 

Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), J Hill, Mrs J Ogden, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs A Bishop, L 

Cheetham, A Cornwell, H Heaton, and G Brennand.  Also present Borough Councillor Whittaker.   
 

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters 

or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)  

 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – Reported that the public meetings arranged by himself and Borough 

Councillor Leadbetter to discuss and inform about the Camelot proposals were will attended.  It would 

appear that the application will not be discussed at the November Borough Council Planning Meeting 

but it may go to the December Meeting.  Councillor Bishop asked that the Borough Councillors stress 

the importance of the Ecology Report and the effect the proposals will have on the ancient woodlands 

and the trees on the site. Councillor Shaw reported that there are a lot of very ancient and mature trees 

on the site which should not be removed. 

Public Present – Reported that flooding recently on the A49 Preston Road went down to the brook at the 

Coppull boundary and restricted traffic to one-way travelling in the middle of the road to get through.  

Andrew Davies, LCC, says that the money has been allocated for work at this location it is just a matter 

of doing it.   The gully sucker had in fact sucked/cleaned out the gullies the day before the rain and 

flooding.  LCC have already spent a lot of money on drainage at this location without success therefore, 

the sensible thing to do is to repair the existing drainage system to fully functioning working order.  It 

was also reported that flooding all across the carriageway was dangerous on Carr House Lane. 
 

1. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillors Miss Walmsley (holidays), Taylor (family 

illness) and Borough Councillor Leadbetter (attending another meeting). 
 

2. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they 

may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, 

Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – Councillor Cheetham 

declared an interest in Planning Application 17/01028/FULHH.  No further declarations were 

made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting. 
 

3. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 October 2017 - The 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2 October 2017 had been circulated in 

advance of the Meeting and it was Resolved: The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as a 

correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) 

– Agreed.   
 

5. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action: 

a) Confirmation building works at Iddon’s Farm Barn are lawful – Noted. 

b) Response from County Councillor Iddon to request for footway maintenance and resurfacing on 

Charter Lane – Councillors confirmed the footways on Charter Lane are very dangerous, 

street lighting is poor and the surfaces are uneven and slippery when wet.  Work to the 

footways has been requested for the last 5 years.  There is a high level of footfall due the 

presence of the school, the Parish Rooms, the Almshouses and the Football Club, with both 

young people going to school and pre-school and elderly residents attending coffee 

mornings and craft classes.  Resolved:  The Council will ask County Councillor Iddon to 

ensure that this is a priority for next year or sooner if money becomes available. 
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c) Further info. on colours for the Royal Air Force Centenary Celebrations – Noted.  Details of the 

Parish Council plans to plant, possibly a roundel in RAF Colours were explained. 

d) Results from the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2017 – Results were very 

disappointing with neither Charnock Richard nor Welch Whittle receiving anything in the 

competition this year.  The competition will be publicised in the Chronicle and on the 

website and facebook page next year to encourage residents to take a pride in the village. 

e) Notification from Chorley Council that The Local Government Boundary Committee for 

England has rearranged their briefing meeting to Wednesday 6 December at 6.30pm at Chorley 

Town Hall.  Invitation to send two representatives – Councillor Taylor will attend. 

f) Notification, via BC Leadbetter, of a review of the working arrangements for Neighbourhood 

Officers who are no longer dedicated to specific areas/parishes.  Also, grass cutting has ended for 

2017 and work will begin on maintaining shrubs and trees on council owned land – Noted. 

g) Update on the Chorley Youth Zone – This information will be forwarded to Councillor 

Leadbetter in his capacity as Governor at Southlands and to Charnock Richard School. 

h) Response to your request for a Donation from the Community Foundation – The Council are 

delighted that they have been successful in obtaining an additional £1000 grant towards the 

regeneration of Orchard Gardens.  This, added to the balance from the Neighbourhood 

Team will allow £3,600 to be spent on landscaping and planting in the New Year. 

i) Info. from LALC – AGM details – Passed to Councillor Cornwell. 

j) Remembrance Day Service Christ Church Charnock Richard – 10.30 am Sun 12 Nov – Noted. 

k) Parish Council Christmas Meal – Tuesday 12th December at Da Vinci’s, 7pm for 7.30pm. 

l) Details of late items of correspondence received – Nothing to report. 
 

6. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting 

1)  The unsightly fence on the left hand side of Town Lane has now been replaced with a wire mesh 

builders fence but the landowner does not know when building will commence.  Residents feel 

that the replacement fence is also not appropriate if it remains for a long period of time.  It was 

pointed out however, that a similar builders fence has remained on Charter Lane for some 

considerable time without any building work taking place.  Residents have confirmed that the 

fence would be suitable if the land behind it was tidied and did not look like a wilderness. 

2) The Chairman confirmed that when he erected a no tipping sign at Whittle Bottoms the problem 

seemed to get better, however, the lay-by is again very untidy with litter and rubbish.  

3) Hedges in front of the vacant building plots on Charter Lane are very overgrown.  The Council 

will try to contact the landowner. 

4) The carriageway is breaking up at the bottom of Brook Lane, creating pot-holes. 

5) It was confirmed to Mr Brennand that the 3 planted areas in the Parish now all need re-planting. 

6) Councillor Heaton reported that he will be unable to erect the Christmas Tree as he will be on 

holiday.  Councillor Hill agreed to help Borough Councillor Leadbetter with this. 

7) Councillor Brennand reported that he will be tarmacing the car park at Pole Green Nurseries and 

wants to replace the hedge with a tall green metal fence similar to that erected on the site 

opposite.  Councillors reminded him that planning permission will be required for this as the 

stretch of hedge/fencing is longer than 25 metres. It was confirmed that the hedge will need to be 

removed in order to tarmac the car park properly. 

8) The Parish Council will thank the Scouts for putting up the poo bag dispensers around the village 

on a very cold and wet morning. 

9) It was reported that a fire during half term at Mossie Close Play Area was extinguished by 

residents in the Parish.  The fire was started using books from the Book Exchange on Chorley 

Lane possibly by a group of young people from outside the village who had been seen frequently 

in the village over the half term break.  The residents cleared away all the debris left. 

10) Drains reported to LCC on Church Lane have now been jetted and some have been marked for 

new pots.  Nothing has been done outside 113 and 115 Chorley Lane and there is also a risk of 

flooding to the terraced cottages opposite Robin Close on Chorley Lane, as the water was 

creeping towards their front doors during the recent heavy rainfall. 

11) It was confirmed that the County Councillor will be copied into future drainage reports to LCC. 
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12) Chorley Council needs to add the 2 litter bins on Meadowlands and Lichen Close to their 

emptying schedule as they are now full and unsightly. 

13) Drains at the top of Sibberings Brow are still blocked and water is flooding the carriageway. 

14) The Council will ask Councillor Taylor if he knows what the green box is opposite his house. 

15) Hedges belonging to Casey’s, on German Lane, need cutting. 

16) There is a broken tree bough on German Lane which is resting on, and putting pressure on, the 

BT Openreach line. 

17) The Clerk reported the following from Councillor Taylor in his absence:  The locks on the salt 

bins need checking and replacing before the winter weather begins. LCC are currently working 

on the blocked drain at the top of Sibberings Brow.  All the gullies have been emptied on the 

A49 Preston Road in the Charnock Brow area. All the Parish Council planted beds need to be re-

planted now.  At the Chorley Liaison Meeting he attended it was confirmed that a full library 

service will continue at Adlington, Coppull and Eccleston libraries and that Chorley Council will 

be writing to all Parishes who have bus services they support requesting assistance with funding. 

18) The Clerk reported the following from Councillor Walmsley in her absence: The Community 

Centre Trust coffee morning will be on Saturday 11th November between 10am and 12pm. There 

will be a Christmas Celebration in the Community Centre on Sunday 26th November, 2pm-4pm, 

entry is £5 and there will be afternoon tea, mince pies, mulled wine, a raffle and carol singing.  If 

anyone can donate raffle prizes or volunteer to help please contact Margaret Stewart. 

19) The Chairman will obtain the locks for the grit boxes before he goes on holiday. 

20) As the Chairman and Vice-Chairman will both be on holiday for the December Meeting it was 

agreed by all Councillors present that Councillor Hill Chair the December Council Meeting. 
 

7. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Charnock Richard Charity 

Trustees – Reported that cutting/pruning of trees without permission is increasing on the Trustees 

land. The Trustees are now seeking legal advice.  With permission, and if undertaken by a qualified 

tree surgeon, the Trustees will accept that some work can be undertaken provided it is 

sympathetically done, does not harm or endanger the tree and, it does not dramatically alter the street 

scene created by the mature trees along the boundary of the Trustees land.  The Trustees will be 

investigating the possibility of TPO’s on some of the mature trees and will be looking to address 

maintenance issues in relation to the trees, hedges and boundary fences in the leases to the Football 

Club and the Parish Council. 
  

8. Best Kept Garden Competition – Presentation Evening – Thursday 9 November 2017. 
 

9. Phase III Mossie Close Play Area – Update – It was confirmed that some tree work will be 

required prior to commencement of the work, removal of dead tree branches etc.  The Clerk is 

liaising with Chorley Council to see whether the improvements are classed as permitted development 

or whether they require planning permission. The decision to release the money to the Parish Council 

will be made at an Executive Committee Meeting at the Borough Council in December.  Councillor 

Shaw will have a site meeting with Councillor Hill to discuss tree works required. 
 

10. Parish Council Vacancy – Two applications have been received for the vacant post.  Both 

applicants live in the village.  The applications were read and discussed in detail following which it 

was Resolved – Mrs Lucy Watson be offered the position with effect from the January 2018 

Meeting.  A letter of thanks will be sent to the other applicant. 
 

11. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications: 

1) 17/01028/FULHH – Demolition of existing detached brick garage and construction of detached 

garage. 67 Town Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved:  No Objections. 

2) 17/01052/FULHH – Single storey side extension (resubmission of permission ref: 

17/00831/FULHH)).  13 Neargates, Charnock Richard.  Resolved:  No Objections. 
  

12. Accounts 

Accounts for Payment: 

Trilogy Lasercraft  Plaques for Best Kept Garden Comp. Winners     £244.80 

The Royal British Legion Wreath for Remembrance Day Service        £20.00 
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Mrs C A Cross  Salary – (Net) (To address overpayment last month)     £540.64 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax & NI due by Clerk           £87.36 

    NI due by Parish Council   £6.62         £93.98 

Receipts: 

Chorley Council  CIL receipts          £583.18 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts. 
 

13. Lengthsman’s Payment - 5 weeks = 125 Hours @ the hourly rate of £8.00 per hour = £1000.00.  

Resolved:  Total Paid £1000.00.   
 

Next Meeting: Monday 4 December 2017 

  Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend 
 

Meeting Closed:  9.23 pm 
 

Chairman:          Date: 
 

REPORT 1 

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council:  

a) Notification of appeal against Chorley Council decision to refuse planning permission for 

demolition of existing dwelling and erection of a replacement dwelling and detached garage.  71 

Town Lane, Charnock Richard. 

b) Notification of a temporary road closure on Back Lane, Charnock Richard, on 15th November 

2017, between 9am and 4.30pm, to enable electrical maintenance and refurbishment work on a 

transformer to take place. 

c) Confirmation that the public path diversion order 2016 for parts of public footpaths 10 & 11, off 

Brook Lane, is now effective as all work required to bring the new public footpath into a fit 

condition for use by the public has been certified as having been carried out.  Therefore, the 

original pubic footpath has now been extinguished. 

d) Invitation to members of the Parish Council to attend the Chorley Council Remembrance Service 

on Sunday 12th November 2017 at the Cenotaph in Astley Park. (forwarded to Councillors) 

e) Notification of the adoption of the Central Lancs. Employment Skills SPD Sept 2017. 

f) Notification of a late licensing application by Park Hall Hotel, on 17/11/17-18/11/17 between 

6pm and 2am. To sell alcohol at a Boxing Event. 

g) Notification - leaf sweeping requests to be undertaken in the school half-term were completed on 

the 4th October 2017 despite the request that they be done in half term.  Confirmation that further 

requests for leaf sweeping on Church Lane & Charter Lane, made on 1/11/17 were completed by 

2/11/17. 

h) Request to display posters for Nearly New Children/Baby Goods Sale at Parklands High School. 

i) Request to display posters for a Volunteer Recruitment Campaign from Lancs. Volunteer 

Partnership. 

j) Copy of LCC’s Winter Briefing Note – November 2017 & Leaflet “Are You Prepared” 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 

If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then 
you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave 

the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to 
enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter. 


