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CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.charnockrichard-parishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 6 March 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Parish 

Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard. 
 

Present:  Councillors: Mel Almond, Harold Heaton, Les Cheetham, George Brennand, Ann Bishop, 

John Taylor, Christina Pilling, Jimmy Hill, and Alan Cornwell.  Councillors Allan Shaw and Jan Ogden 

will be recorded as present as they are currently attending mediation proceedings associated with their 

role as Parish Council Representative Trustees on Charnock Richard United Charities.  Also present 

Borough Councillors Paul Leadbetter and Alan Whittaker. 
 

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters 

or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)  

 

Borough Councillor Whittaker – Reported - The Taylor Wimpey planning application will be discussed 

at tomorrow night’s Chorley Council Planning Committee Meeting, with a recommendation for refusal.  

Councillor Whittaker expressed concern about a letter/leaflet he had received from Taylor Wimpey, as a 

member of the Planning Committee, outlining the anticipated benefits of the planning application for 

Charnock Richard, including the amount of CIL money the development would generate.  He also 

expressed concern about the claim that the 21 affordable homes proposed as part of their application will 

meet the needs of local people, however, there is no evidence that this need exists.  The new Camelot 

proposals include 195 houses, a 10,000 square foot office block and an unspecified number of starter 

units.  Concern was expressed that these proposals could result in more vehicular movements than the 

original proposals.  The Parish Council confirmed that they would submit their observations, based on 

valid planning reasons, when the planning application is received, and will not be influenced by the 

potential CIL receipts the proposals could generate.  Councillor Whittaker confirmed that the former 

Wigan Athletic ground has been purchased by Mr Storey, a local business man, not to be confused with 

Story Homes.  Mr Storey has plans to refurbish the restaurant, re-open a 9 hole golf course and provide 

pods (holiday homes) and hard-standing for touring caravan pitches.  It was suggested that the Parish 

Council pursue the request for a concessionary footpath with Mr Storey.  Councillor Whittaker reported 

a disappointing response from LCC to the request for additional road safety signage on/near the bridge 

on Church Lane.  This section of Church Lane has a good/low historical accident/injury record and no 

further highway safety markings are proposed.  LCC state that existing signage is sufficient and confirm 

that Church Lane is programmed for resurfacing in 2017/18.  Councillor Whittaker will be responding.  

Parish Councillors – Reported that Taylor Wimpey have quoted figures online which they propose to 

allocate to Charnock Richard School and the nearest Secondary School.  The Council will contact Mr 

Storey re: the concessionary footpath however, a fallen tree across the existing route of the public 

footpath will also be reported to Mr Storey, as it has been there over 2 weeks.  Councillor Taylor 

confirmed that existing signage is sufficient on Church Lane and, too much signage can be ineffective.  

Councillor Heaton reported that the school flashing signs have been on all the time since before 

Christmas.  Councillor Almond has re-reported this.  Councillors reported that carriageway repairs on 

Church Lane, up to the junction with Pole Green Nurseries, have been satisfactorily however, from this 

point to the junction with Chorley Lane, work has been poorly undertaken, particularly on the bridge, 

where the repairs are now breaking up and adding to the skid risk on the bridge. 

Borough Councillor Leadbetter – Reported that the broadband connection in the village has been non-

existent for the past few weeks as a result of the door on the cabinet near the Chorley Lane/Charter Lane 

junction being put on upside down which, allowed the water collecting at this point because of the 

blocked gully, to get into the box and affect the wiring/workings inside the Openreach cabinet.  

Councillor Almond confirmed that he is continuing to pursue a number of blocked gullies on Chorley 

Lane with LCC, particularly in the vicinity of 113, 115 and 132 Chorley Lane, some of which have now 

been cleaned out. 
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Michelle Graham – was present to discuss and answer questions on the Chorley Youth Zone.  Michelle 

explained that the finance side of the Youth Zone is not her role but, she agreed to take any questions on 

this aspect back to Chorley Council for answering.  Michelle explained that the old community centre 

and public house adjacent have been demolished and builders are now working on the cellar, which will 

contain a 5-a-side footpath pitch and changing rooms.  At ground level there will be a reception area, a 

cafe, a community area, a sports hall, a climbing wall and arts & crafts rooms.  All rooms will be multi 

use.  On the first floor there will be performing arts/dance rooms, a multi-media suite, a board room and 

a meeting room.  The Youth Zone will be open by February 2018 by invitation, and will be open fully 

by the Easter Holidays in 2018.  It will be open 7 days per week, 6 evenings and on Sunday afternoon.  

Times are not definite yet and will depend on need.  They will also run an afterschool club and holiday 

clubs between 8.30am and 6.00pm.  Hot meals will be available in the cafe.  Entry to the Youth Zone 

will cost £5 per year + 50 pence for each attendance.  Charges are in place to encourage young people to 

take responsibility for where they go.  Councillors asked how children and young people in villages will 

get to the facility.  Michelle confirmed that transport will be an issue which they will need to address.  

There will be 1 minibus available and the Council are looking at asking local firms to provide subsidised 

transport or, they will be looking to access local secondary schools minibuses which are often not used 

in the evenings and at weekends.  Representatives will be visiting young people in schools, and in rural 

Parishes, if necessary at specifically arranged meetings and times, to see what the young people of the 

Borough want from their Youth Zone.  Councillors thanked Michelle for attending the meeting and 

expressed disappointment that more people had not been present to find out more and understand what a 

Youth Zone is, and to make them realise it is available for all young people in the Borough to use, 

whether able-bodied, disabled, deaf or blind. 

Members of the Public Present – reported that there are a number of very dangerous pot-holes on Park 

Hall Road which require attention. 
 

134. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillor Ellen Walmsley (holidays). 
 

135. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest 

they may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 

2011, Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – Councillor 

Heaton declared an interest in planning application 17/00137/FUL.  No further declarations 

were made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the 

Meeting. 
 

136. To Accept the Minutes of the Budget Meeting and the Meeting of the Parish Council held 

on 6 February 2017 - The Minutes of the Budget Meeting and of the Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 6 February 2017 had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.  Resolved: The 

Minutes of both Meetings were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

137. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 

5) – Agreed. 
 

138. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action: 

a) Response from the Headteacher at school to your letter re: health of school children at drop 

off/pick up times – Noted. 

b) Request from Best Kept Village Competition for new judges for the competition – Noted. 

c) Response from the Diocese property advisor to questions raised re: occupation of the vicarage – 

The Council noted that the diocese do not believe the tenant is running a business from this 

address and that he is the sole occupant.  Councillors confirmed a reduction in the number 

of vehicles and reduced activity at the site since their report to the Diocese. 
d) Response from resident of Croston Lane to cutting back hedges around street name sign – Noted.  

The Clerk will request a further Croston Lane street name sign be erected on the opposite 

side of Croston Lane to the existing one. 
e) Info. from LALC – Copy Minutes of Area Committee Meeting held on 2/2/17 – Noted. 

f) Details of late items of correspondence received – i) Request for assistance in removing parked 

cars on Chorley Lane obstructing sight-lines out of Robin Close – The Clerk will request 

details of the vehicle involved and pass this information to the Police. ii)  Copy of a leaflet 
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issued by Taylor Wimpey to all Borough Councillors prior to the Planning Committee meeting at 

which their application for development of land off Charter Lane will be discussed – Noted. iii) 

Details of the Camelot Public Exhibition dates for info – Noted.  iv) Confirmation email from 

Borough Councillor Whittaker that the Wigan Athletic site (former Golf Course) has now been 

sold to a local business man, Mr Storey, and a suggestion that a request for a concessionary 

footpath now be made to the new owner.  Borough Councillor Whittaker also outlined an 

imminent planning application for the site for holiday pods, touring caravan pitches, a restaurant 

and a 9 hole Golf Course.  Some Councillors had reservations about hard-standing and pods 

possibly changing the status of the land for future development.  It was confirmed however, that 

the site is Green Belt land and it is not possible to put residential development on Green Belt 

land.  It was also reported that at a recent meeting with Mr Storey, Chorley Council seemed quite 

positive about his proposals.  The Council will ask Mr Storey for permission to create a 

concessionary right of way on his land through to Charter Lane as previously planned. v)  Info. 

from Groundwork who would be willing to assist with play area refurbishments and a suggestion 

that it may be possible to obtain landfill tax credits to assist – The Clerk will ask for more info. 
 

139. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the 

Meeting 

1) Pot-holes in Park Hall Road are now considered dangerous. 

2) The Lengthsman will be asked to continue work spading back the footways on Park Hall Road. 

3) Story Homes and Welcome Break will be asked to cut back hedges on Park Hall Rd & Mill Lne. 

4) The Clerk will forward any emails of a technical/complex nature/content to Councillors so that 

they are able to read, understand and process info. prior to the meeting, rather than listening to it. 

5) Councillor Taylor has raised highway verge cutting issues with the Borough Council via the 

Borough Councillors and, has concluded that it is likely there will only be 3 highway verge cuts 

this year.  It is important that approx. cutting dates are obtained so that the Parish Council can 

schedule any supplementary cut/s they wish to undertake at the most appropriate time/s. 

6) A replacement litter bin is no longer required at the lay-by on Charnock Brow as the litter 

problem seems to have subsided since the bin has been removed. 

7) Brambles, weeds, scaffolding and the general untidiness of the old Catteralls site on Charter Lane 

were discussed.  Ownership details will try to be traced. 

8) The Mosses footpath needs cutting back.  Councillor Brennand agreed to do this soon. 

9) The litter bin at Orchard Gardens is often missed during routine emptying by Chorley Council. 

10) The litter bin on the green on Meadowlands is overflowing and requires emptying. 

11) The Council will request the addition of a free standing litter bin near the bus stop on Leeson 

Avenue, near the Leeson Avenue/Chorley Lane junction. 

12) Older residents in the Parish require large print copies of the bus timetables.  Borough Councillor 

Leadbetter agreed to address this matter. 

13) Street light No. 20 on Meadowlands is on all the time. 

14) Councillor Taylor continues to purse water/drainage problems on Sibberings Brow. 

15) The Parish Council will thank Mr Prescott for cutting his hedges on German Lane. 

16) Councillor Hill reported that recent ditch work on German Lane has caused problems on the 

A49.  He has cleaned out the ditch but it now requires rodding, out towards the A49 to ensure the 

drain under German Lane is not blocked.  Councillor Taylor will pursue this. 

17) If Taylor Wimpey’s planning application is refused, the matter of cleaning out and unblocking 

ditches on this land which has lead to flooding of homeowners gardens on Leeson Avenue, 

should still be pursued with the landowner or the person responsible for filling in the ditch.  It 

was confirmed that approx 8-10 gardens of homes on Leeson Avenue are experiencing 

significant flooding problems, with some raising sheds etc off the ground to avoid the water.  It is 

believed that the cause of this was filling in the ditch on the land at the rear of the houses. 

18) Pot hole near 197 Chorley Lane, approx 6” deep and 12” x 18-24” in diameter, very dangerous. 

19) There is a pot hole at the junction of Leeson Avenue/Willow Drive, very wide and dangerous. 

20) There is a large pot hole outside 16 Neargates which requires attention. 

21) There is a fallen tree across the public footpath on the Golf Course owned by Mr Storey. 
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22) It was reported that the field that the public footpath goes across at the rear of the football pitch, 

is flooding.  There is a drain in this field which was blocked by stones, the ditch is empty but the 

water is not going in to it therefore, the water is lying on the fields, making them waterlogged. 

23) There is a blocked gully at the Charter Lane end of the Almshouses resulting in flooding of the 

footway and the memorial garden. 

24) The Council was asked for an update on the compliance notice issued to the owner of land 

opposite 71 Church Lane.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council would not be given this 

information by Chorley Council and, it is up to the enquirer to contact Chorley Council. 

25) The Clerk will ask Councillor Shaw to obtain new locks for the grit bins and prepare them 

appropriately for use next winter. 
 

140. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Mossie Close Play Area 

Meeting – distribution leaflet/editorial for consultation purposes will be made to the School, the 

Scouts & Guides, to homeowners backing on to the play area, via the Chronicle, on the website and 

on facebook.  The Clerk confirmed that for the purposes of securing the s106 money from Chorley 

Council towards this project, the consultation process is deemed to be starting the project.  

Councillor Taylor expressed disappointment at the low number of Parish Councillors who had 

responded to emails regarding the means and extent of the consultation process. 
  

141. Action to Satisfy Audit Requirements - Resolved:  The Parish Council confirmed the 

following action has been taken throughout the year to satisfy Audit Requirements: i) The 

Parish Council Risk Assessment – was reviewed and confirmed at the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council in May 2016.  Risk review and health and safety implications associated with the work of 

the Lengthsman remain on-going.  ii) The effectiveness of the Internal Audit was confirmed – the 

Internal Auditor is both competent and independent, has no relationship with the Clerk or 

Councillors.  The Audit trail is detailed, planned and the broad scope of the internal audit covers all 

aspects of the Councils business including financial, administrative, practical and procedural matters.  

Any issues arising from both the internal and external auditors are reported to the Parish Council at 

the earliest opportunity and appropriate action taken.  The Council confirmed the continued 

appointment of Mrs Stewart as the Parish Councils Internal Auditor. 
 

142. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications: 
 

1) 17/00134/FUL – The construction of a single storey extension to the existing school building to 

form a new classroom.  Christ Church Charnock Richard C of E Primary School, Church Lane, 

Charnock Richard - Resolved – No Objections. 

2) 17/00137/FUL - Extension to existing fencing workshop (B2 use Class) and creation of 

additional car parking spaces.  Lancaster House Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard – 

Councillor Heaton, having declared an interest in this item, left the Meeting.  Resolved - 

The Council object to these proposals as they would constitute inappropriate development 

of agricultural land in the Green Belt. The proposals would result in an over-development 

of the site and over-intensification of the buildings in this area, many of which are now used 

for commercial purposes. The increase in vehicular traffic to and from the site, with only 

one means of access and egress, would seriously compromise highway safety for other road 

users on the A49, and for motorists exiting the site on to the busy A49. The proposed 

extension to the building and the car parking facilities can only be achieved by encroaching 

onto agricultural land in the Green Belt which the Council are totally opposed to. 
3) Notification – 17/00201/PDE – Orangery to rear 5.2m depth, eaves height 2.3m, maximum 

height 2.5m.  The Laurels, 14 Church Lane, Charnock Richard – Noted. 
  

143. Accounts 

Accounts for Payment: 

Sutcliffe Play – New seats and u-bolts for swings Mossie Close      £156.09 

CPRE – Annual Subscriptions            £36.00 

LALC _ Annual Subscriptions (includes 8 copies Local Council Review)       £368.61 

Mrs C A Cross – Reimburse Expenses Already Paid by the Clerk, to 5 March 2017 

   – Internet Charges 50% (Shared with Wrightington)       £60.00 
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   -  Mobile Tel. Charges 50% (Shared with Wrightington)     £126.00 

   -  Stationery/Copying/Postage and Mileage       £198.62    £384.62 

Mrs C A Cross  Salary – (Net)          £621.68 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax & NI due by Clerk         £106.32 

    NI due by Parish Council   £7.18       £113.50 

Receipts: 

HM Revenue & Customs – VAT Refund          £368.42 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts. 
 

144. Lengthsman’s Payment - 100 Hours @ the hourly rate of £8.00 per hour = £800.00.  Resolved:  

Total Paid £800.00.  The Clerk will ask the Lengthsman to meet Councillor Bishop to assist with 

emptying the litter bins on the right of way through the golf course. 
 

Next Meeting:  Monday 3 April 2017 –  7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting 

   Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend 
 

Meeting Closed:  9.45 pm 
 

Chairman:          Date: 
 

REPORT 1 

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council:  

a) Notification permission granted for erection of detached dwelling.  Land 18m east of Beechcroft, 

Brook Lane, Charnock Richard. 

b) Notification prior approval of a proposed larger home extension was not required as the 

extension was granted as permitted development.  Oaklands, Preston Road, Charnock Richard. 

c) Confirmation the planning enforcement officer is investigating the report of a section of hedging 

being removed, Charnock Brow Farm, Preston Road, Charnock Richard. 

d) Notification of late temporary event notice, Park Hall, Park Hall Road, Charnock Richard – 

circulated to Councillors who had no objections. 

e) Notification of an application for a licence for 1 vehicle and 1 trailer at Whalleys Farm, Preston 

Road, Charnock Richard by Robert Wareing Ltd, Tarmac Ltd – circulated to Councillors who 

had no objections. 

f) Confirmation that PKF Littlejohn LLP has been appointed as the auditors for smaller authorities 

for 5 years from 2017/18- 2021/22. 

g) Copy order of salting defined locations for the Lengthsman – as produced and circulated. 

h) Notification of temporary road closure on the A49 Wigan Road, Euxton, from its junction with 

Dawbers Lane for 20 metres in a southerly direction to enable urgent repairs to damaged 

inspection chamber, between 8.30am and 15.30pm, Sunday 5
th

 March 2017. 

i) Copy Chorley Ramblers programme of walks – displayed in notice boards. 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 
If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then 

you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave 
the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to 

enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter. 


