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CHARNOCK RICHARD PARISH COUNCIL 
www.charnockrichard-parishcouncil.co.uk 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 4 September 2017 at 7.30 pm in the 

Parish Rooms, Charter Lane, Charnock Richard. 
 

Present:  Councillors A J Shaw (Chairman), J Hill, Mrs C Pilling, Mrs J Ogden, Mrs A Bishop, Miss E 

Walmsley, A Cornwell, L Cheetham, and H Heaton.   
 

REPORTS, COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS OF THE PUBLIC, PARISH, BOROUGH AND 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS PRESENT 
(At this point in the Meeting members of the public present can report, ask questions, raise issues and make observations on parish matters 

or items appearing on the Agenda.  Reports, Complaints and Concerns will also be received from Parish, Borough and County Councillors 

if attending – Once closed the Chairman will only suspend standing orders to allow further participation if it will aid discussions)  
 

Chairman – The Chairman expressed his thanks for the commitment and excellent work undertaken by 

Mr Mel Almond during his term of office as Chairman of the Parish Council.  He also congratulated Mrs 

Bishop on her appointment as Vice-Chairman. 

It was disappointing to report that a representative from Next Stage 4Life, who run the children’s homes 

on Town Lane, has not attended this evening as promised.  Residents cannot understand why so many 

cars associated with the children’s homes need to attend every day.  It was reported that the residents of 

Town Lane had met with representatives of Next Stage 4Life, to look inside the homes and to discuss 

what they do.  Next Stage 4Life are a large company, using the 2 houses on Town Lane for young 

people under the age of 17, who may be foster children, or children who cannot be controlled by their 

parents, or children who are reported to be out of control.  Some of the young people may have criminal 

records and some may use the facility as a halfway house.  The residents are on an almost 1 to 1 basis 

with carers.  Police attended an incident recently which gave rise to concern from the residents.  The 

representative the residents met recently felt that it was a mistake that they had not been given adequate 

information about the purpose and running of the children’s homes from the outset.  The major concern 

at the moment however, is the large numbers of cars visiting the homes, parking on Town Lane and 

making it increasingly difficult for some residents to exit their driveways and for farm machinery to pass 

without potentially damaging cars.  The homes are designed to enable their young residents to integrate 

into the community, go to school and to have some sort of normality in their lives.  The carers will work 

3 x 8 hours shifts and there will be an increase in cars as the shifts cross/change over.  Councillor Shaw 

confirmed he has spoken to the person he thought owned these properties however he was informed that 

the company now owns both properties.  The gentleman did however confirm that he still plans to build 

his own home on the vacant plot between these 2 homes.  It was thought to be mere coincidence that, 

since the homes have been occupied, there have been 2 break-ins on Town Lane and a burglary on 

Preston Road.  It was confirmed that a change of use was not required to use the buildings as children’s 

homes they are simply living as if it was a family home but with the support of full-time carers.  It was 

suggested that, as requests by companies to open larger establishments for similar purposes were being 

refused, the provision of smaller houses/homes run on this basis seems to be more successful. 
 

58. Apologies - Were received and accepted from Councillor Taylor (holidays), Borough Councillor 

Whittaker (attending a conference) and Borough Councillor Leadbetter (work). 
 

59. Declarations of Interest – Members were asked to consider any disclosable pecuniary interest they 

may have to declare in relation to matters on this Agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, 

Parish Council Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct currently in force – No declarations were 

made at this point however Councillors will declare them should they arise in the Meeting. 
 

60. To Accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 August 2017 - The 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 14 August 2017 had been circulated 

in advance of the Meeting. Resolved: The Minutes of the Meeting were accepted as a correct 

record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

61. Update on Matters Arising from previous Meetings for note by the Council:  Report 1 (page 4) 

– Agreed. 
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62. Correspondence and Information items requiring discussion or action: 

a) Request for Agenda Items for the Chorley Liaison Meeting – 18 October 2017 – Councillor 

Heaton reported that Chorley Council said they would only proceed with building 

additional retail units as part of the Town Centre redevelopments if 50% of the proposed 

units were tenanted prior to building.  He understands that only 30% of the units have 

been filled to date.  Councillor Heaton therefore suggested that the following question could 

be raised at the Chorley Liaison Meeting:  "When Chorley Council submitted proposals for 

additional business units as part of the current Town Centre improvements, it was 

understood that the business units would only go ahead if tenants had signed up to 50% of 

the proposed number of units.  The Parish Council believe that take-up was more like 30%.  

The Parish Council would like to ask why the Council are continuing to build the units 

using tax payer’s money when only limited money is being spent in rural communities".  

Councillor Heaton agreed to check the percentages he had quoted before submitting the 

question for discussion at a Liaison Meeting.  Councillor Mrs Ogden feels that some of the 

shops on the streets were the market stalls are now located have benefitted from the market 

move with some shops confirming an increase in their business on market days. 

b) Complaint re: overgrown hedges in front of empty plots adj. to 73 Charter Lane – The Council 

will contact the landowner and request assistance in keeping the site tidy and cutting back 

overgrowth, however, the Lengthsman will be asked to cut back this time for the 

forthcoming Scarecrow Festival. 

c) Notification that a 3rd person needs to be appointed to complete the monthly play area safety 

inspection reports with Councillors Taylor and Hill + confirmation that Councillor Cheetham is 

happy to do this – Resolved – Councillor Cheetham has agreed to take on this post. 

d) Confirmation that Chorley Council will replace the post mounted litter bin outside Orchard 

Gardens with a free standing one, however, they do not feel one is justified at Meadowlands – It 

was confirmed that responsible dog owners walking in Meadowlands, are now picking up 

after their pets but there is not litter bin to dispose of it.  It was further reported that the 

post mounted litter bin on the green at Meadowlands was always full by Thursday when it 

was emptied.  The Parish Council agreed to ask the Lengthsman to erect one of the Parish 

Council litter bins and monitor use.  If it becomes full the Council will ask Chorley Council 

to add this location to their litter bin emptying schedule. 

e) Info. from LALC – Nothing to report. 

f) Details of late items of correspondence received i) Report from a resident about the huge amount 

of ragwort around the village, adjacent to agricultural land and, having been allowed to flower 

the spread will be worse next year – The Parish Council confirmed that when the grass 

verges are cut the growth will be cut off and, whilst it will come back next year, if it is cut 

before it flowers it will not spread.  The Council hope that cutting and treating this invasive 

weed will be managed better next year.  ii) Request from a teacher at Charnock Richard 

School for any historic information, maps or photographs of people living in the village around 

WW2, which can be used as part of a project initiated to coincide with the building work at 

school and the discovery of a time capsule – The Council will inform the teacher that a lot of 

historical information can be found on the Charnock Richard Past, Present, Future 

Facebook page.  The Council will also post this request on their Facebook page.  iii) A 

suggestion from a resident that the proposed location for the forthcoming speed survey on 

Chorley Lane should be moved closer to Charter Lane to give a more accurate account of traffic 

speeds – The Council will suggest the amended location. iv)  Confirmation that the school 

grounds contractor will be asked to check and cut back hedges on Charter Lane – Noted.  v) The 

Clerk reported that she had been asked to resubmit the request for information, regarding recent 

conversion work at Coopers Barn, Church Lane, as an enforcement matter.  It has now been 

reported as an enforcement matter – Noted.  vi) Confirmation that the vacancy for a Parish 

Councillor following the resignation of Mr Mel Almond has now been advertised.  If no request 

for an election is made by 22 September 2017, the Parish Council can co-opt to fill the vacancy 

in due course – Noted. 
 

63. Reports, Complaints, Concerns from Councillors - not addressed at the beginning of the Meeting 
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1)   The planted beds at Mill Lane need watering.  The Lengthsman will be asked to do this.  If 

necessary the homeowners at Whittle Bar Cottage agreed that their water could be used.  

2)   It was reported that The Laurels restaurant at the Golf Course opens to the public on Thursday 

14th September 2017 and is described as English Fine Dining. 

3)   The Council will ask when the yellow zig-zag lines will be reinstated outside School. 

4)   It was again reported that cars are parking on Church Lane from school all the way up to Leeson 

Avenue and on Charter Lane.  Many of the cars now remain parked here during school hours. 

5)   There is a large broken branch hanging from a tree on Church Lane, just past school on the 

opposite side of the road.  The branch is so low it catches the tops of cars and motorists are crossing 

the white centre line in the road to avoid it. 

6)   Chorley Council will be asked to cut the whole of German Lane, i.e.: past Lucas Avenue, when 

undertaking their next grass verge cut. 

7)   Hedges at Kingsthorpe, Preston Road, are overhanging the footway and need cutting back. 

8)   The Council will request double yellow lines at the junction of Town Lane down to the telegraph 

pole on Town Lane. 

9)   The Lengthsman will be asked to plant colourful bedding plants at Welch Whittle Gardens. 

10)  Hedges belonging to The Gatehouse, Preston Road, need cutting back. 
 

64. Reports from Committees and Representatives on Outside Bodies – Community Centre Trust – 

Will be holding their next fundraising coffee morning on Saturday 16th September 2017.  Charnock 

Richard United Charity Trustees – met this evening.  A plan for the now agreed fence line between 

the Football Club and house adjacent will be issued shortly. 
  

65. Best Kept Garden Competition – To discuss any action required for the Presentation Evening.  

Councillor Heaton will check availability on 2nd and 9th of November and report back to the Clerk 

who will then invite the Mayor to attend and present the prizes.  Plaques can be ordered.  All 

nominees will be invited along with the Borough Councillors, County Councillor and Lengthsman. 

Councillor Bishop reported that the landlord at the Hinds Head has agreed to monitor books left in 

the telephone box on Chorley Lane and look after the small flower bed adjacent. 
 

66. Phase III Mossie Close Play Area –Update.  In view of the fact that Councillors will be looking at 

the proposals on large scale plans, assessing and discussing them, it was Resolved – That this item 

will be moved to the end of the Agenda, after all other business has been conducted.  
 

67. Orchard Gardens – Update – The Clerk outlined the current position from Simon Forster at 

Chorley Council.  Plans are now available to accompany a planning application, however, the Clerk 

will need to know the type of surface suggested for the car park to submit the application.  It was 

suggested that a similar surface to that recently completed at Birkacre Park would be ideal.  The 

Council will request additional information and pricing on this type of surface from Chorley 

Council.  An enquiry with then be made to planning to determine if this surface would be suitable for 

the Orchard Gardens site.  It may be necessary to acquire some outside funding to complete this 

work.  Councillor Heaton suggested that it may be possible to use some of the soil removed from the 

proposed car park site to level out the garden side of the site ready for landscaping.  The Clerk will 

ask this question of Simon Forster. 
 

68. Annual Donations – The final date for receipt of applications for 2017 donations is 1 October 2017.  

Notices will be posted in the Notice Boards. 
 

69. Planning – The Council will be required to make observations on the following applications: 

1) 17/00804/FUL – Demolition of southeast bedroom wing, entrance lobby and canopy.  Alteration 

to form new entrance lobby and infill walkway to external bedrooms.  Days Inn Hotel, Charnock 

Richard Motorway Service Area, Northbound, Mill Lane, Charnock Richard.  Resolved:  No 

Objections.  Councillor Heaton asked that the Highway Authority be asked to reinstate the no 

entry signs to the site to prevent use as an illegal access to the motorway. 

2) 17/00831/FUL – Single storey side extension.  13 Neargates, Charnock Richard.  Resolved:  No 

Objections. 
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70. Accounts 

Accounts for Payment: 

Miss E Walmsley  Refund Wordpress receipt for website        £30.00 

Mrs C A Cross  Salary – (Net)          £740.64 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax & NI due by Clerk           £87.36 

    NI due by Parish Council   £6.62         £93.98 

Receipts: 

Roscoe House Farm  Sponsorship – Delph Gardens        £400.00 

(Councillor Shaw confirmed, a new sign will be ordered/erected on existing fittings at Delph Gardens.) 

Resolved:  That the aforementioned Accounts are approved payments and receipts. 
 

71. Lengthsman’s Payment - 3 weeks = 75 Hours @ the hourly rate of £8.00 per hour = £600.00.  

Resolved:  Total Paid £600.00.   
 

72. Phase III Mossie Close Play Area – The Chairman congratulated Mr Mel Almond on the extent 

and detail of the work he had initially undertaken on this project.  Councillor Shaw reported that, 

having assessed all the quotations received, taking account of the pieces of equipment required, the 

re-arrangement of some of the existing equipment, the new items of equipment suggested for 

inclusion following the public consultation on this matter, and the new safety surfacing required, 

Wicksteed seemed the most appropriate supplier to do the work.  The quotation received however, is 

too high for the Parish Council budget, therefore, the Chairman agreed to speak with the Wicksteed 

representative with a view to negotiating a better price for the work.  Councillors present viewed the 

proposals which seem in line with what the Parish Council would like to put on the site, with the 

exception of the price.  Of the 2 options proposed by Wicksteeds the Chairman will negotiate on 

bringing the higher price of £63,560 down to something the Parish Council can afford, taking 

account of the s106 money available and the Parish Council budgeted funds for this purpose.  

Councillors suggested that the price could be reduced if the Parish Council did the demolition work 

and removed the safety surfacing, some of which is beginning to crumble anyway.  Councillor 

Heaton suggested that the layout needs amending to make better use of the space available.  The 

Chairman agreed that a further site meeting could be held to assess this.  The Clerk will ask the 

Borough Councillors whether there is a community chest or other funding which may be available 

from the Borough Council. 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 2 October 2017 

  Members of the Public and Press are Welcome to Attend 
 

Meeting Closed:  9.05 pm 
 

Chairman:          Date: 
 

REPORT 1 

Matters Arising from the Minutes to be noted by the Parish Council:  

a) Response from local police team who are not aware of the November speed awareness campaign. 

b) Confirmation that County Councillor Iddon will ask officers to look at the poor condition of the 

footways on Charter Lane, and see what can be done. 

c) Email confirmation from Mr Fulster, MCI Developments, accepting the Parish Councils position 

if Chorley are willing to update the housing needs survey.  
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 

If the interest to be declared arises only as a result of your membership of another public body or one to which you have been appointed by the Council, then 

you only need to declare it if you intend to speak.  If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest, you must withdraw from the meeting.  You should leave 

the room before the business starts to be discussed.  You do however, have the same right to speak as a member of the public and may remain in the room to 
enable you to exercise that right and then leave immediately.  In either case you must not seek to improperly influence a decision of the matter. 


